


I still strongly object to the pedestrian access on Coombe road due to parking
and the fact it will become a through route, therefore losing the identity and
essence of a cul de sac that all the residents value greatly. I feel the parking on
site needs a proportionate increase in line with any approved increase in
bedrooms at the very least.
Again, Galliard are asking to increase the bedrooms across the 41 houses on
site by approx 25%, with the South West Row closes to the Coombe road
pedestrian access being 30%. 21 additions bedrooms means the potential for 21
more occupants and cars. Given the request is for conversion to larger family
homes, it's very likely that a higher percentage of future occupants will now be of
driving age. Multiple cars are often needed to manage family schedules and I
strongly between car ownership cannot be deemed optional or something that
restrictive parking provisions can realistically reduce. This is not a reasonable
justification for the limited number of residential parking spaces on site.
I want to add that data confirms only a small percentage of homeowners use
their garages for car parking. It's important to note that by reducing the Gross
Internal Area (GIA) of the houses with garages and building in the loft space, the
developers are realistically only providing one usable parking space per 4
bedroom house.
I urge the council to only approve an increase in overall residential occupancy on
site if significantly more parking is provided and/or the Coombe road pedestrian
access is removed from the design.

As the Council you have a duty of care to the local residents and I hope we can
count of you to support us by protecting neighbouring amenity and everyone's
safety, especially that of pedestrians, when considering this application.

* Kent County Council updated its Vehicle Parking Standards which came into
effect on February 6 2025, after Galliard's initial application was validated. I'm
unsure if the initial application was approved based on standards in place at the
time of planning validation or when permission was granted.

Kind regards

 


