From: Luke.Wallace@kent.gov.uk <Luke.Wallace@kent.gov.uk>

Sent: 21 June 2023 14:51:29 UTC+01:00

To: "Katherine Parkin" <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk>

Cc: "Planning Admin" <planning.admin@gravesham.gov.uk>

Subject: 20230541 / Land To the East Of Brookers Farm, Luddesdown
Attachments: Land To the East Of Brookers Farm, Luddesdown. KCC EAS. June 23.pdf

Dear Katherine

Please find attached our advice note regarding this application.

If you have any questions or queries, please contact me.

Kind regards

Luke Wallace ACIEEM | Biodiversity Officer | Kent County Council | Natural Environment and Coast

Team, Environment Planning and Enforcement, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX
| 03000415146 | www.kent.gov.uk
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ECOLOGICAL ADVICE SERVICE

TO: Katherine Parkin
FROM: Luke Wallace
DATE: 21 June 2023

SUBJECT: 20230541 /Land To the East Of Brookers Farm, Luddesdown

The following is provided by Kent County Council’'s Ecological Advice Service (EAS) for
Local Planning Authorities. It is independent, professional advice and is not a
comment/position on the application from the county council. It is intended to advise the
relevant planning officer(s) on the potential ecological impacts of the planning application
and if sufficient/appropriate ecological information has been provided.

Any additional information, queries or comments on this advice that the applicant or other
interested parties may have must be directed in every instance to the planning officer, who
will seek input from the EAS where appropriate and necessary.

The biodiversity enhancement plan is vague in our opinion. There has likely been a
biodiversity loss in the absence of compensatory measures, contravening paragraph 174
of the NPPF (2021) and section 40 of the NERC Act (2006). Whilst it appears that the
creation of wildflower meadow could offset loss, we need to understand the following:

- How will the wildflower meadow be created;

- Which seed mix will be used (if any) and where will this be obtained from;

- What will the management regime be (and where will arisings be piled);

- Who will be responsible for its creation/management, and,;

- What is the planting schedule for the (native) species used to ‘gap up’ the existing

hedgerow.

Once the above queries have been addressed, our comments will be available for revision.

If you have any queries regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Luke Wallace
Biodiversity Officer






