
From:                                 Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk <Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  13 March 2026 13:31:57 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Katherine Parkin" <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             20260027 - Chambers Farm, Higham
Attachments:                   Chambers Farm, Higham, 20260027. KCC EAS. March26.pdf

Good afternoon Katherine, 
 
Please find attached our advice note on this application. Please accept our apology for 
our delay. 
 
Please note that we are satisfied that no further ecological information is necessary at 
this time, suggested condition wording is provided in the attached.
 
Please get in touch if you have any questions or queries. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Marie 
 
Marie Thibault ACIEEM | Biodiversity Officer | Kent County Council
Natural Environment and Coast Team, Growth Environment & Transport, Kent County 
Council, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ | 03000419498| 
marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk | www.kent.gov.uk
 
Please note my working days are all day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
From: Katherine Parkin <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 March 2026 15:33
To: Marie Thibault - GT ECE <Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: need help on 20260027, submission of comment for 20260026 - Chambers Farm, 
Higham
 
Thanks Marie! 
 
Katherine Parkin 
Senior Planner 
Gravesham Borough Council 
Email: katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
 
PLEASE NOTE: I am hybrid working. Should you wish to contact me, please send 
me a direct email in the first instance with your contact details and I will respond 
to your request as soon as I can.
 

mailto:marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727443393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LQ8fPfh76K%2BQVRmQFmPFgTy7TKLvEKRRr0%2Bau5uFZRM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk


Please note that I work part-time (Mondays and Thursdays (homeworking) 0800-1500, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays (office) 0830-1700).
 
Development Plan and Supplementary Planning Documents including informal 
design guidance are available at https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/local-plan-policy
 
The Council has adopted a Local List of Validation Requirements (April 1st 2020) 
Before you formally submit your application check that you have all the relevant 
documents, by reading our Local Validation List  Failure to meet these requirements 
will lead to delays in processing your application, and it may not be registered.  
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
 
From: Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk <Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 March 2026 15:32
To: Katherine Parkin <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: need help on 20260027, submission of comment for 20260026 - Chambers Farm, Higham
 

Hi Katherine, 
 
Perfect, that is all I need thank you very much for your quick answer. I should manage 
to finish my comment on 20260027 this week. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Marie 
 
From: Katherine Parkin <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 March 2026 15:30
To: Marie Thibault - GT ECE <Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: need help on 20260027, submission of comment for 20260026 - Chambers Farm, 
Higham
 
Hi Marie, 
 
Oh – I’m so sorry you didn’t get through! 
 

You don't often get email from marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk. Learn why this is important 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gravesham.gov.uk%2Flocal-plan-policy&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727486327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VdX0A6rVFGBXPYhokdggivBDipo67ZC0gvYwsq%2FzPIA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gravesham.gov.uk%2Fdownloads%2Ffile%2F382%2Flocal-validation-list&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727512696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYpo2oHpVyhEqpFiWABe1jwZX8qZsnJnefDdDxE1WDA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk
mailto:Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk
mailto:katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
mailto:katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
mailto:Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk
mailto:marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Yes, the building has been extended. See below from Google Earth (March 2026): 
 

 
I have site photos if necessary too. Thanks. 
 
Katherine 
 
Katherine Parkin 
Senior Planner 
Gravesham Borough Council 
Email: katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
 
PLEASE NOTE: I am hybrid working. Should you wish to contact me, please send 
me a direct email in the first instance with your contact details and I will respond 
to your request as soon as I can.
 
Please note that I work part-time (Mondays and Thursdays (homeworking) 0800-1500, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays (office) 0830-1700).
 
Development Plan and Supplementary Planning Documents including informal 
design guidance are available at https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/local-plan-policy
 
The Council has adopted a Local List of Validation Requirements (April 1st 2020) 
Before you formally submit your application check that you have all the relevant 
documents, by reading our Local Validation List  Failure to meet these requirements 
will lead to delays in processing your application, and it may not be registered.  
 

mailto:katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gravesham.gov.uk%2Flocal-plan-policy&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727533008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pkkmxvlfTPDCPqxX%2BXdT9wRYHSiFoL%2FebyP5dwcjaPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gravesham.gov.uk%2Fdownloads%2Ffile%2F382%2Flocal-validation-list&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727552451%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x361Yqi34D5JJ2X5QMPOtzJ%2FYcl3w64osgm%2BpQqMKTc%3D&reserved=0


Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
 
From: Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk <Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 March 2026 15:22
To: Katherine Parkin <katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk>
Subject: need help on 20260027, submission of comment for 20260026 - Chambers Farm, Higham
 

Dear Katherine, 
 
Please find attached our advice note on this application 20260026. Please accept our 
apology for our delay. 
 
Please note that we advise that further information is sought prior to determination 
 
Regarding 20260027, I need your help before I can fully assess the application. I tried to 
ring you but had no luck. I do need to understand what is on site to be able to assess 
BNG correctly. When I compare the submitted block plan and the aerial picture (dated 
June 2024), there is a discrepancy with the building. The length of the building on the 
aerial picture is shorter. My question is, did they extend this building in 2025 and was 
this done under planning permission ? I could not find the answer anywhere I am sorry.
 

You don't often get email from marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk. Learn why this is important 

mailto:Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk
mailto:Marie.Thibault@kent.gov.uk
mailto:katherine.parkin@gravesham.gov.uk
mailto:marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


 
 
Thank you for your help. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Marie 
 
Marie Thibault ACIEEM | Biodiversity Officer | Kent County Council
Natural Environment and Coast Team, Growth Environment & Transport, Kent County 
Council, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ | 03000419498| 
marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk | www.kent.gov.uk
 
Please note my working days are all day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

mailto:marie.thibault@kent.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kent.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.parkin%40gravesham.gov.uk%7Cf8e49d15428a45f1569708de8104ee52%7Cb4bd95eba82646138760ff05759c8d3a%7C0%7C0%7C639090055727570983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tjWhJfcuSbFckUFprHTInZKeMuNcEZi1NdQp6YUq%2BiM%3D&reserved=0


This Email, and any attachments, may contain Protected or Restricted information and is 
intended solely for the individual to whom it is addressed. It may contain sensitive or 
protectively marked material and should be handled accordingly. 

Nothing in this email message amounts to a contractual or other legal commitment on the part of 
Gravesham Borough Council. If this Email has been misdirected, please notify the author 
immediately. If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or 
rely on any of the information contained in it or attached, and all copies must be deleted 
immediately. 

Whilst we take reasonable steps to try to identify any software viruses, any attachments to this 
Email may nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus software has failed to identify. You 
should therefore carry out your own anti-virus checks before opening any documents. 
Gravesham Borough Council will not accept any liability for damage caused by computer 
viruses emanating from any attachment or other document supplied with this e-mail. 

All Gravesham Borough Council and PSN traffic may be subject to recording and / or 
monitoring in accordance with relevant legislation. 





 
 


ECOLOGICAL ADVICE SERVICE 
 
TO:  Katherine Parkin 
 
FROM: Marie Thibault 
 
DATE: 13 March 2026 
  
SUBJECT: 20260027    -    Chambers Farm, Higham 
 


 
The following is provided by Kent County Council’s Ecological Advice Service (KCC EAS) 
for Local Planning Authorities. It is independent, professional advice and is not a 
comment/position on the application from the county council. It is intended to advise the 
relevant planning officer(s) on the potential ecological impacts of the planning application 
and if sufficient/appropriate ecological information has been provided. 
 
Any additional information, queries or comments on this advice that the applicant or other 
interested parties may have must be directed in every instance to the planning officer, who 
will seek input from the EAS where appropriate and necessary. 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: SUFFICIENT INFORMATION  
 
We have reviewed the information submitted by the applicant and advise that sufficient 
ecological and biodiversity net gain information has been provided for determination. 
Recommended condition wording is provided below. 
 
A summary of our review of the submitted biodiversity net gain information is provided 
below. Detailed comments on the submitted ecological and biodiversity net gain 
information follow the subheadings below. 
 
Table 1: To show a summary of our review of submitted biodiversity net gain information 
Percentage 
Net Gain 
Required 


Percentage 
Net 
Gain/Loss 
Reported for 
Area 
Habitats 


Percentage 
Net Gain/Loss 
Reported for 
Linear 
Habitats 
 


Net Gain Proposed: 
1 – all on-site; 
2 – no significant on-site and 
off-site; 
3 - significant on-site and off-
site 


On-site 
‘significant’ 
Net Gains 
Proposed 
(Yes/No) 


10% 15.35% 10.36% 3 - significant on-site Yes 


 







 
DETAILED COMMENT 
 
Precautionary Works Method Statement 
 
We understand that the proposed development is an agriculture site that is heavily 
managed, and as such it provides limited foraging/resting habitat for protected/notable 
species. 
However, to protect from limited adverse impacts to protected/notable species during 
clearance and construction we recommend a precautionary works method statement is a 
condition attached to planning permission if granted, with the suggested wording below. 
 
From commencement of works (including site/vegetation clearance), and for the duration 
of construction, all mitigation for amphibians, reptiles, bats, badgers, nesting birds and 
small mammals shall be carried out in accordance with the details contained in sections 5. 
Discussion & Recommendations of the Preliminary Ecological Assessment & Biodiversity 
Net Gain Plan; JW Biodiversity Management; 20/12/2025 report. 
 
 
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 
 
Under the Environment Act 2021 and the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended), all planning applications1 for development (unless exempt2,3,) must deliver at 
least a 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG), shown via use of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
prior to commencement of any development.  
 
Significant on-site gains, and all off-site gains will need to be secured for at least 30 years.  
 
Having reviewed submitted information4, we consider a 10% biodiversity net gain is a 
statutory requirement of this proposed development. We consider there is no local policy 
biodiversity net gain requirement above 10% for this development. 
 
We consider that the proposed habitat creation/enhancement and proposed BNG of 
15.35% of habitat units and 10.36% of hedgerow units is achievable and realistic.  
 
Information has been submitted with this application to give confidence that the 
biodiversity gain hierarchy can be effectively applied to this application, and how 
conditions should be applied should planning consent be granted. 
 
 
Significant on-site gains  
Significant on-site gains are areas of habitat creation or enhancement which contribute 
significantly to the proposed development’s biodiversity net gain relative to the biodiversity 


 
1 All planning applications for major development (unless exempt) submitted on or after 12th February 2024 in England, and all minor 
applications (unless exempt), submitted on or after the 2nd April 2024.  
2 Biodiversity net gain: exempt developments - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
3 The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 2024 (legislation.gov.uk) 
4 References to the biodiversity value of any habitat or habitat enhancement within this section of the advice note refer to the value as 
calculated in accordance with the biodiversity metric. 


 







value before development. Retention of existing habitat cannot count as an on-site 
significant gain. 
 
Non-significant enhancements are those whose loss will not significantly decrease the 
development’s biodiversity value e.g., private gardens or container planting. These types 
of enhancements do not normally require maintenance provisions and so no Habitat 
Management and Monitoring Plan, legal agreement or commitment to maintain them is 
required. 
 
We consider the enhancement of modified grassland to other neutral grassland and the 
creation of species-rich native hedgerow to constitute significant5 on-site gains. 
Government guidance states: “The maintenance of these significant enhancements must 
be secured with a legal agreement (planning obligation or conservation covenant) or 
planning condition for 30 years in the same way as off-site gains. LPAs will consider the 
most appropriate mechanism and this will need to be agreed at the planning permission 
stage.6”  
 
National guidance indicates that significant enhancements contribute significantly to the 
proposed development’s biodiversity net gain relative to the biodiversity value before 
development e.g.,: 


• Habitats of medium or higher distinctiveness in the biodiversity metric; 


• Habitats of low distinctiveness which create a large number of biodiversity units 
relative to the biodiversity value of the site before development; 


• Habitat creation or enhancement where distinctiveness is increased relative to the 
distinctiveness of the habitat before development; 


• Areas of habitat creation or enhancement which are significant in area relative to 
the size of the development; 


• Enhancements to habitat condition. 
In Kent, guidance indicates that the delivery of above 0.5 (total) relevant biodiversity units 
is considered the threshold for on-site significance for created or enhanced habitats.  
 
Units created via habitat/hedge with a medium distinctiveness with a total of 1.19 units is 
made of : 


• Habitat enhancement from modified grassland to other neutral grassland : 0.54 
units 


• Hedge creation of species rich native hedgerow : 0.65 units 
 
These habitats do need to be secured for 30 years.  
 
However, due to the amount of habitat created, or ease with which it can be created and 
maintained, it is not considered proportionate to implement LPA oversight through the 
collection of monitoring fees and the submission and approval of monitoring reports to the 
LPA. 
 


 
5 We have recently drafted an advice note titled ‘Defining significant onsite habitat for Biodiversity Net Gain in 
Kent and Medway’ (March 2025) which outlines our definition of ‘significant’. However, this document is 
awaiting a revision whereby reference to retained habitats counting as on-site significant habitats will be 
removed. 
6 Make on-site biodiversity gains as a developer - GOV.UK 



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legal-agreements-to-secure-your-biodiversity-net-gain

https://www.makingspacefornaturekent.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Significant-on-site-BNG-Guidance-Note_-12.03.25.pdf

https://www.makingspacefornaturekent.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Significant-on-site-BNG-Guidance-Note_-12.03.25.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-on-site-biodiversity-gains-as-a-developer





It is likely to be appropriate to recommend an HMMP be included on the decision notice if 
planning permission is granted. The HMMP will still include monitoring by a competent 
person where LPA oversight is not considered necessary. 
 
Suggested Condition Wording: 
 
The development shall not commence until a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 


(the HMMP), prepared in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan, and based 


on the most up-to-date and/or relevant ecology surveys as determined by a suitably 


qualified ecologist, has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the local planning 


authority. The Plan shall include: 


a) a non-technical summary; 
b) the roles and responsibilities of the people or organisation(s) delivering the HMMP; 
c) the planned habitat retention, creation and enhancement works (including detailed 


landscaping plan(s) and planting schedule(s)) to create or improve habitat to 
achieve the biodiversity net gain in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain 
Plan; 


d) the management measures to maintain habitat in accordance with the approved 
Biodiversity Gain Plan for a period of 30 years from the completion of development; 
and 


e) the monitoring methodology and frequency in respect of the retained, created or 
enhanced habitat 


The retained, created and/or enhanced habitat specified in the approved HMMP shall be 


implemented, managed, maintained and monitored in accordance with the approved 


HMMP. 


 
Submission of Biodiversity Gain Plan 
We advise that the following information should be submitted as part of the ‘deemed 
condition’ discharge as appropriate: 
 


• How the biodiversity gain hierarchy has been applied;  


• The relevant date for the habitat baseline and reason for choosing an earlier date (if 


relevant); 


• The completed biodiversity metric calculation tool(s) based on final detailed 


designs; 
• Pre-development and post-development plans; 


• A description of any irreplaceable habitat present on the relevant date; 


• Information concerning any relevant habitat degradation; 


• Any registered off-site biodiversity gain, evidence of its value and evidence that it 


has been allocated to the development; 


• Evidence of the purchase of any biodiversity credits; 


• Name and address of the person completing/submitting the Plan; 


• A description of the development and planning permission reference number to 


which the Plan relates; 







• A description of the arrangements for maintenance and monitoring of the habitat 


enhancement where applicable. 


 
We advise the local planning authority that there may be conditions attached to the 
decision notice should planning permission be granted that are linked to the biodiversity 
gain plan. Wording should be included in such conditions to ensure that it is clear that any 
documents/plans are produced in accordance with the ‘approved biodiversity gain plan’. 
Relevant conditions where this is likely to be appropriate include soft and hard landscaping 
conditions, and any other ecology/biodiversity conditions. Other relevant conditions may 
include drainage conditions. 
 
 
 
Marie Thibault 
Biodiversity Officer 
 
This response was submitted following consideration of the following documents: 


• Preliminary Ecological Assessment & Biodiversity Net Gain Plan; JW Biodiversity 
Management; 20/12/2025 


• Baseline Layout; JW Biodiversity Management;  


• Proposed Layout; JW Biodiversity Management;  


• Statutory BNG Metric 
 





