


limited harm to openness can be mitigated. When properly weighed, the
cumulative benefits clearly outweigh any policy harm.

Members must also consider Article 8 of the European Convention on Human
Rights (right to respect for private and family life and home). Refusal in
circumstances where there is no suitable alternative accommodation available
would represent a serious interference with that right and risks being
disproportionate.

In addition, the Council is subject to the Public Sector Equality Duty under
Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. Ethnic Gypsies and Travellers are
recognised protected groups. The Council must have due regard to advancing
equality of opportunity and eliminating discrimination in its decision-making.

Importantly, if the Council considers that permanent planning permission cannot
be granted at this stage, then a temporary permission should be issued.
Paragraph 15 of the PPTS recognises that temporary planning permission may
be appropriate where unmet need exists and no alternative sites are available.
Granting a temporary consent would provide stability for families while allowing
time for the Council to identify and deliver suitable alternative authorised pitches.

Refusal without alternative provision would be disproportionate given the
acknowledged shortage of deliverable sites.

In planning balance terms, the benefits - meeting unmet need, promoting
inclusion, providing stability, and reducing the likelihood of unauthorised
encampments - clearly outweigh any limited harm arising from a development of
this modest scale.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Council to grant planning permission.
In the alternative, a time-limited temporary consent should be approved until
suitable and deliverable alternative Traveller pitches are made available within
the Borough.

Kind regards

 


