


behind on delivery doesn't help this application.

Then there's the question nobody seems to be asking: what does this look like
added to everything else already happening here? Rose Farm, a few hundred
yards away, is a live application for 154 homes (ref. 20251233) that's drawn over
1,500 objections. Add the other Local Plan sites, the housing coming forward in
Meopham, and a proposed 145-acre data centre nearby, and this one small
village is looking at several hundred new homes converging on it at once. Rose
Farm's own pupil numbers already require expanding the primary school from
one form of entry to one and a half - and that's before this site's children are
counted. None of the applications I've seen assess transport, school places,
health provision or water capacity cumulatively; each is judged as if the others
don't exist. I don't think that's a fair way to test whether the village can actually
cope.

Because right now, it can't easily. The lanes and the A227/New Barn Road
junctions are already tight at peak times. There's no train station, the bus service
is limited and non-daily, and there's no safe walking or cycling route to
Gravesend or Meopham, so nearly every trip from a new estate would be by car.
The GP surgery is reportedly full. Shopping and parking are basic. I'd want to see
current, independent evidence from KCC, local health providers and the water
company that they can actually serve this level of cumulative growth, rather than
taking the applicant's word for it.

Two smaller points worth putting on record. This is productive farmland, and food
security is a legitimate planning consideration - an Agricultural Land
Classification survey should establish its quality rather than assuming it's low-
grade. And the hedgerows and woodland here support owls and other birds of
prey recorded nearby, so the mandatory 10% biodiversity net gain needs
independent checking, not just sign-off on the applicant's own ecology report.
Kent is also recognised as seriously water-stressed, and I'd want written
confirmation from the water company that supply and drainage capacity
genuinely exists before any more homes are approved in this village.

Taken together, I don't think this application should be approved: the council's
own plan process has already rejected the site, the Green Belt case isn't made,
and its impact is being judged in isolation when it plainly shouldn't be. I'm asking
for refusal. If the council leans towards approval anyway, it should first require a
cumulative assessment covering all of Istead Rise's committed and proposed
development, with any permission tied to independently verified biodiversity net
gain and confirmed water and drainage capacity.

Kind regards

 


