


The purpose of the green belt around our urban cores is not widely understood. Its role of keeping 

land permanently open and preventing so-called urban sprawl has been successful in these terms, 

and we have seen its expansion in recent years. Instead, perceptions are that the designation is 

about preserving scenic beauty and protecting wildlife and habitats. This prompts an emotional 

response to development plans which is difficult to counter. 

 

The identification of ‘grey belt’ land for areas that are not essential to maintaining the integrity 

and impact of the green belt designation does, therefore, deserve to be communicated more 

effectively. Without such, the English rural idyll, the perceived irretrievable loss of our countryside 

and the loss of valuable farmland will continue to dominate the debate in areas like Higham. In 

addition, we need to get much better at explaining concepts like habitat and biodiversity net gain. 

Issues related to this aspect are outlined in Annex A. The strategy and support structures aimed at 

achieving food security also need to be communicated more clearly, including what it means for 

the behaviour and choices of individuals. 

 

The current version of the Local Plan identifies sites in Higham that have been offered by the 

relevant landowner for inclusion in the plan. The absence of any other clear criteria for inclusion 

makes robust consideration of the viability and sustainability of individual sites at the planning 

application stage vitally important. In addition, this market led approach to site designation creates 

an evident tension.  

 

The ambitions of site developers, and the accumulated pressures of development on infrastructure 

generally, are seldom matched by the ability of providers to meet changing and developing 

demands on their programmes. The Infrastructure Development Plan needs to be robust and 

realistic, and all the parties to it required to deliver accordingly. The planning system needs to be 

seen to make its contribution through adequate Section 106 provision and planning conditions that 

are enforceable and enforced. We would maintain that development consents should not be granted 

unless there is commitment to these expectations and they are met upfront. 

 

Site specific issues 

 

The area subject to the current application has been rejected on a number of occasions over the last 

40 years or more. We are not privy to all the reasons, but we believe that they included restrictions 

of the boundary of the village envelope (now overtaken), density of development proposals, loss 

of an historic bridleway, impact on landscape because of the topography and the acceptability of 

access arrangements onto the brow of an increasingly busy through road.  

 

These considerations and other limitations are still relevant. It will be important that they are given 

proper consideration at the outline and detailed planning stages if there is a presumption in favour 

of consent. They may be held to present insuperable obstacles, alongside other issues raised in 

representations from the community.  

 

We do not wish to offer a view on the merits of the current proposals. We would, however, ask 

that environmental impact and climate change resilience issues are given full and demonstrable 

consideration in assessing the merits of proposals for this site and others that are in prospect in 

Higham. This should reflect the ambitions of the Council’s Net Zero strategy and include: 





 

Annex A 
 

Biodiversity considerations should be at the forefront of any future housing schemes in 

Higham.  Mechanisms such as biodiversity net gain are mandatory and, when delivered on site, 

provide an opportunity to offer schemes that incorporate habitat for wildlife. 

 

Whether delivering onsite biodiversity net gain or not, all housing schemes should have good green 

infrastructure in and around them. 

 

The delivery of these green spaces needs to be in step with the distinctive landscape of Higham. 

For example, a developer might choose to incorporate a community orchard, a habitat that is in 

keeping with the area. 

 

If development is to go ahead, Higham needs high-quality schemes such as maintain corridors for 

wildlife, for example including hedge planting, as well as providing accessible green spaces for 

people to enjoy. 


