


Water and wastewater: Kent has experienced serious and repeated problems
with water supply and resilience. This is particularly concerning when considering
another significant residential development. The Council should require robust
evidence that sufficient water and wastewater capacity exists and that supplying
this development will not further reduce resilience for existing residents. A
theoretical obligation upon a water company to connect new homes is not the
same as demonstrating that the existing network can sustainably accommodate
them.

Traffic and transport: Istead Rise is heavily dependent upon private vehicles.
Residents routinely need to travel outside the village for employment, railway
stations, secondary education, healthcare and shopping. It is therefore unrealistic
to assume that residents of 100 new homes will substantially reduce car use
through a Travel Plan.

The additional traffic would affect not only The Drove Way but the wider village
road network and routes towards the A227 and A2. The cumulative impact must
be considered on the basis of realistic car ownership and usage.

Taken together, these issues demonstrate a fundamental problem: Istead Rise
does not currently have the infrastructure necessary to sustainably absorb
development of this scale.

This is not opposition to new housing in principle. New homes must, however, be
provided alongside the schools, healthcare, utilities and transport infrastructure
required to support the people living in them.

Existing residents should not have to accept reduced access to essential
services as the consequence of development.

I therefore strongly request that Gravesham Borough Council refuse planning
application 20260649 unless it can be demonstrated that sufficient education,
healthcare, water, wastewater and highway capacity exists to accommodate the
development without materially worsening provision for the existing community.

Kind regards

 


