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Assets within the working area.  

The Kent Historic Records show no assets within the areas of work for this project, or within the routes that will be used by machinery (See document 

RSPB_Shorne_Marshes_CEMP).  

Shornemead fort site to the north of the working area, and in 2022 was give Scheduled Ancient Monument status. The building is owned by the RSPB. 

Details of the scheduling of the monument can be found in Appendix 1.  

 

Assets adjacent to work area  

Gaz No. HER no. Name Grid (TQ) Period Description Comments 

       

1 TQ 67 SE 
63 

Shornemead 
Fort 

TQ 6924 
7476 

FORT (Post 
Medieval to 
Modern - 
1860 AD? to 
1950 AD) 
GRAFFITI 
(Post 
Medieval to 
Modern - 
1890 AD to 
1959 AD) 

Shornemead Fort was built in the 1860s as part of 
a scheme to remodel the forward defences of the 
Thames to protect the river route to London. It 
crossed the fire of its guns with those of Coalhouse 
Fort on the north bank and with Cliffe Fort further 
downstream on the south bank. Now in a poor 
condition having been used by for demolition 
practise during army training operations. 

Scheduled Ancient 
Monument 

       

1 TQ 67 SE 
1233 

Second 
World War 
Operation 
Overlord 
concrete 
road, Shorne 
Marshes, 
Shorne, near 

TQ 6949 
7425 

Modern - 
1943 AD? to 
1943 AD 

Second World War concrete road on a north-south 
axis across Shorne Marshes connecting the 
Operation Overlord embarkation hard on the 
riverbank in front of Shornemead Fort with the 
road network of the hinterland. Laid probably in 
late 1943 and continues in use as a footpath. 
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Gravesend, 
Kent 

2 TQ 67 SE 
1256 

A line of 
Second 
World War 
anti-tank 
pimples, 
almost 
certainly ex-
situ possibly 
from a 
nearby 
roadblock 

TQ 6952 
7445 

Modern - 
1939 AD to 
1945 AD 

A line of Second World War anti-tank pimples, 
almost certainly ex-situ possibly from a nearby 
roadblock. 

 

3 TQ 67 SE 
1010 

Many circular 
part water 
filled holes 

TQ 69513 
74592 

SITE 
(Unknown 
date) 
SITE (earlier 
than 1950, 
Modern - 
1939 AD to 
1945 AD) 

Many circular part water filled holes, similar to 
shell holes. Firing range. (1-7) Unable to gain 
access to these features in the 2005 survey. (8) 
 
Possible explosion craters associated with firing 
range? 

 

4 TQ 67 SE 
1255 

Probable 
saltern 

TQ 7003 
7446 

 

MOUND 
(Unknown 
date) 
SALTERN? 
(Unknown 
date) 

 

A mound, probably a saltmound, and associated 
banks, possibly evaporation channels 

Not on RSPB Landholding 

5 TQ 67 SE 
60 

Kiln wasters  TQ 6986 
7409 

FINDSPOT 
(date 
unknown, 
Roman - 43 

Roman Kiln wasters findspot Findspot 
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AD to 409 
AD) 
WASTER 
(Roman - 43 
AD to 409 
AD) 

6 TQ 77 SW 
20 

Poss Roman 
kiln site 

TQ 7013 
7422 

FINDSPOT 
(brick and 
pottery, 
Roman - 43 
AD to 199 
AD) 
BRICK 
(Roman - 43 
AD to 199 
AD) 
SHERD 
(Roman - 43 
AD to 199 
AD) 

1st to 2nd cent Roman pottery and brick (poss 
kiln site) 

 

7 TQ 67 SE 
1252 

Shooting 
Butts at 
former 
Milton Rifle 
Ranges, 
Shorne 
Marshes 

TQ 6834 
7437 

SHOOTING 
STAND (Post 
Medieval - 
1540 AD to 
1900 AD) 
Associated 
Finds 
BRICK (Post 
Medieval - 
1540 AD to 
1900 AD) 
BULLET 
(Post 

In advance of a new 950m security trench, in April 
2013 fieldwork was done along the proposed 
ditch by Archaeology South-East particularly at 
the intersection between the security trench and 
the old shooting butts at the end of Milton Rifle 
Ranges. 
 
The proximity to Shornemead Fort and the old 
rifle range (built 1859/60) led to predominat finds 
of bullets of a range of calibres of British Army 
issue. The work also uncovered some post-
medieval pottery and brick fragments (both post-
Medieval) (1). 
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Medieval to 
Modern - 
1540 AD to 
2050 AD) 
BULLET 
(Post 
Medieval to 
Modern - 
1540 AD to 
2050 AD) 
SHERD (Post 
Medieval - 
1540 AD to 
1900 AD) 

8 TQ 67 SE 
342 

Site of Milton 
Range halt 

TQ 68 73 RAILWAY 
STATION 
(RAILWAY 
STATION, 
Post 
Medieval to 
Modern - 
1882 AD to 
1932 AD) 

Concrete platform visible from the road unable to 
get closer for more detailed obseervations 

 

9 TQ 67 SE 
345 

Bridge no. 5, 
Thames and 
Medway 
canal 

TQ 6824 
7385 

SWING 
BRIDGE 
(SWING 
BRIDGE, 
Post 
Medieval - 
1800 AD to 
1900 AD) 

 

Site of swing bridge no. 5 on the Thames and 
Medway Canal carrying a footpath over the canal 
to the Lower Higham Rd. to the South. The bridge 
house formerly stood on the North side of the 
canal and the foundations can be seen (1995). A 
new bridge may be constructed on the site, site 
photographs (1-6). A modern wooden bridge. No 
more house remains are visible. (7) 
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Appendix 1. Shornemead Fort Scheduled Ancient Monument Designation  
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