


consequences of development where the necessary community infrastructure is
not in place.

Another significant concern is flood risk and surface water drainage. The site
currently forms a large area of undeveloped green space which absorbs rainfall
and contributes to natural drainage. Replacing this land with roads, driveways,
roofs and other hard surfaces will inevitably increase surface water run-off. Given
the increasing frequency of extreme weather events, there is a real risk that
development could exacerbate local flooding issues both on-site and in
surrounding residential areas. Any drainage proposals would need to provide
clear evidence that flood risk will not increase for existing residents, and I remain
unconvinced that this can be achieved.

The proposal would also result in the loss of a valuable area of green space that
currently provides an important buffer between Northfleet and Istead Rise. This
open land contributes significantly to the character of the area and helps maintain
the distinction between the two communities. Development of the site would
erode this separation and contribute to urban sprawl, gradually diminishing the
unique identity of both settlements.

In addition, the site supports wildlife and biodiversity. The loss of habitat resulting
from the development is likely to have a detrimental impact on local species and
further reduce the availability of natural green space within the area.

Finally, the development would have a detrimental impact on neighbouring
residents through increased overlooking, loss of privacy, noise and general
disturbance. Residents whose properties back directly onto the site would
experience a significant change in their living environment and residential
amenity.

For these reasons, I strongly object to the proposal and respectfully request that
the Local Planning Authority refuses planning permission.

Kind regards

 


