


the area could all be adversely affected.The Highway Authority should therefore
undertake a thorough and realistic assessment of the cumulative traffic impact.

2. Flooding and surface-water drainage
There are also serious concerns regarding surface-water drainage.
The end of the lane near the A227 is already prone to flooding during periods of
heavy rainfall. Water runs off the surrounding fields and accumulates at the lower
end of the lane. The existing drainage infrastructure consists of soakaways and is
already under pressure. Adding 67 dwellings, together with roads, driveways,
roofs and other impermeable surfaces, will inevitably increase the volume and
speed of surface-water run-off unless exceptionally effective drainage measures
are provided and maintained.
Given the existing flooding problems, I believe this proposal requires a robust,
independently scrutinised drainage and flood-risk assessment. It should
demonstrate, rather than merely assert, that the development will not increase
flood risk to the lane, neighbouring properties or downstream areas.

3. Inadequate telecommunications infrastructure
The existing internet infrastructure in this rural area is also inadequate. Residents
currently rely on a very slow broadband connection delivered through old copper
wiring.
The addition of 67 new homes would place further demand on an already
inadequate telecommunications network. It is not reasonable to assume that the
existing infrastructure can simply accommodate such a substantial increase in
properties without significant deterioration in service.
Any approval should therefore require the developer to demonstrate that
adequate, modern telecommunications infrastructure will be installed as part of
the development, rather than relying on the existing ageing copper network.

4. Pressure on schools and healthcare
Local services are already under considerable pressure. Schools in the
surrounding area are currently oversubscribed, and the only local doctor's
surgery is also oversubscribed. The addition of 67 households would inevitably
generate additional demand for school places, GP appointments and other
essential public services. The planning authority should therefore establish
whether sufficient capacity actually exists within local schools and primary
healthcare provision to accommodate the population generated by this
development and numerous others in the pipeline.

5. Limited local facilities
The village has very limited local facilities. There is only one local shop and a
small village pharmacy. These services are important to the existing community
but have limited capacity.The proposed development would introduce a
substantial additional population without providing the range of facilities or
infrastructure that would normally be expected to support a development of this
size.

6. Cumulative impact
The proposal should not be considered in isolation.
The existing two housing developments already contribute significantly to traffic
using the lane. The proposed 67 dwellings would add another substantial
development onto infrastructure that is already u dear pressure.

In particular, I ask that the application is assessed against:
the safety and capacity of the proposed access and the existing country lane;
the cumulative traffic generated by the two existing developments and the
proposed 67 dwellings;
the impact on the junction with the A227;
existing and future flood risk and surface-water drainage;
the capacity of local schools and healthcare services;
the adequacy of telecommunications infrastructure;



the limited capacity of existing village facilities; and
the cumulative impact of the development on this rural community.

Kind regards

 


