


cannot absorb the demands of approximately 250 to 300 new residents.
Healthcare: The Istead Rise Surgery is oversubscribed, with existing patients
facing severe appointment delays. Adding 100 homes will push this vital medical
service into a state of collapse.
Education: The local primary school is full, with zero surplus capacity. Forcing
young children from this new development to commute out of the village to find
school places directly contradicts sustainable development principles and
increases regional peak-hour traffic.
3. Inappropriate Encroachment on the Green Belt
The 5.7-hectare site consists of open countryside and arable farmland. It serves
as a vital buffer within the Green Belt, preventing the urban sprawl of Gravesend
from merging into Istead Rise. The applicant has demonstrated no "Very Special
Circumstances" to justify the permanent destruction of this protected land, failing
the strict statutory tests set out in Chapter 13 of the NPPF.
4. Ecological Destruction and Habitat Fragmentation
Despite applicant descriptions to the contrary, this site is rich in biodiversity,
bounded by mature trees, dense hedgerows, and natural field margins. These
features form critical, unbroken ecological corridors for protected and priority
species, including nesting birds, bats, hedgehogs, and reptiles. The proposed
layout will cause irreversible habitat fragmentation and introduce severe light,
noise, and urban pollution. It is highly improbable to achieve a genuine,
permanent on-site 10% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) on a layout of this density.
Conclusion
This application fails on every pillar of sustainable planning. It introduces severe
road safety hazards, endangers vulnerable youth, overwhelms saturated local
medical and educational services, destroys the Green Belt, and compromises
protected local wildlife. I urge the Planning Committee to refuse permission.

Kind regards

 


