


will struggle to secure local places, resulting in longer school runs that will
escalate traffic congestion, increase emissions, and compromise road safety for
existing residents.
Air, Water, and Noise Pollution During Construction: Construction will cause
significant air pollution through site clearance, excavation, and airborne dust
generation. Dust-suppression techniques, alongside continuous machine
operations and heavy goods vehicle (HGV) movements, will generate emissions,
noise, and localized health risks while further depleting local water supplies.
Disruption from Noise: Increased noise levels during and after construction will
negatively impact both nearby residents and local wildlife.
Inadequate Road Infrastructure & Traffic: The village relies on narrow rural roads
ill-equipped for high traffic volumes. The A227 is already heavily congested,
particularly during peak hours. Given the unreliable and limited public transport
options, 100 new households will rely heavily on private vehicles, worsening
congestion.
Pedestrian & Cyclist Hazards: Higher traffic levels create increased risks for
vulnerable road users, including children walking to school or bus stops, and
elderly residents. The absence of dedicated cycle lanes and safe footpaths to
Meopham train station will force more people onto already hazardous roads.
Surface Water Runoff & Drainage Risks: Replacing natural, absorbent fields with
impermeable surfaces (roofing, tarmac, and concrete) will significantly increase
surface water runoff. Parts of the local area already face drainage issues during
heavy rain, which will only increase in frequency and severity.
Water Scarcity & Aquifer Strain: With Kent under drought conditions, adding 100
households will place unsustainable demands on fragile regional aquifers, risking
lower local water pressure and threatening regional water security during both
the construction phase and long-term occupancy.
Failure to Prioritise Brownfield Land: Planning policy should prioritize the
redevelopment of underutilised urban brownfield and industrial sites across
Gravesham before approving the destruction of untouched rural land.
Harmful Planning Precedent: Allowing a large-scale project on the periphery of
the village risks setting a precedent that leaves surrounding fields vulnerable to
further speculative developments.
Irreversible Loss: Once Green Belt land is lost to development before brownfield
options are exhausted, it is gone forever, permanently diminishing the quality of
life for current and future generations.
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