


irregular public transport options, 100 new homes will drive up vehicle numbers
and severely worsen local traffic congestion. This increased vehicular traffic
poses direct hazards to elderly residents and school children walking to local
stops. The lack of designated cycle routes and the absence of a safe walking
route to Meopham station will compel residents to rely even more heavily on
cars.
Primary schools in the Istead Rise and Meopham catchments routinely run at or
near max capacity. New residents will face difficulties finding local school places,
forcing extra vehicle trips that will increase traffic, worsen air quality, and
compromise road safety. Meanwhile, local GP surgeries are already
overstretched, and emergency care at nearby Darent Valley Hospital is operating
above capacity with extended wait times. An influx of residents from 100
additional homes will significantly worsen these acute healthcare pressures.
Environmental and utility capacity present further major concerns. Replacing
absorbent farmland with impermeable concrete, tarmac, and roofing will
accelerate surface water runoff. Local areas already experience drainage
difficulties during severe rainfall, which will become more frequent and acute.
Given Kent's ongoing drought challenges, 100 new households will place
unsustainable demands on vulnerable regional aquifers, risking reduced water
pressure for nearby homes and threatening regional water security during both
construction and long-term occupancy.
Finally, the construction phase itself will bring substantial disruption. Excavation
and site preparation will generate harmful dust and particulate matter, requiring
on-site water suppression to protect workers and neighbours, further stressing
local water supplies. Equipment running continuously, coupled with heavy goods
vehicles delivering materials, will generate significant noise and exhaust
emissions, disrupting both nearby households and native fauna.
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