


lorries carry contaminated material including asbestos sourced from the soil,
have mud covered wheels and are both heavy and noisy. Your development
plans would just add to this kind of traffic. I do not believe that Gravesham
Council monitor these conditions of approval and so if your application was
approved once again the conditions to protect villagers would inevitably once
again be flouted after a while.

Heavy construction vehicles damage the roads with many deep potholes causing
villagers cars to be damaged or tyres punctured, make the road surface slippery
with mud and material, contaminate the roads with potentially hazardous material
causing cyclists and horse riders an extra hazard, add environmental issues like
exhaust emissions into the air and extra noise pollution. Council cuts mean these
potholes often are left until there is no option but to close the road, which again
inconveniences the villagers due to a limited road network.

If approved, construction activity would likely take place over a few years. This
would involve frequent movements of heavy construction vehicles using local
roads that are not well suited to this type of traffic. The presence of large vehicles
increases danger for pedestrians including children and parents walking to
school and local residents many of whom are retired, elderly and therefore
vulnerable. One injury caused in this fashion is one too many.

I note that the site entrance is on the brow of the hill, the Highway Code details
dangers of traffic on the brow of a hill so having numerous lorries entering and
leaving the site will inevitably lead to traffic accidents. The busiest times will be
school drop off and pick up times when children will be either walking or being
driven to or from School.

Existing traffic-calming measures along School Lane are clearly inadequate. The
speed bumps are not sufficiently wide enough to slow larger wheelbase vehicles,
including vans, lorries and four-wheel-drive vehicles, which are able to pass over
them with no reduction in speed. As a result, traffic frequently travels through the
area at inappropriate speeds despite the recent addition of flashing school
warning lights.

Aside from the safety angle, building 50 homes would inevitably impact on
the capacity of village services, such as local healthcare provision, with the
imminent closure of the Highparks Higham GP surgery site, Higham Primary
School (that is currently full) utilities where we often have electricity outages and
water supply issues and a laughable poor train service with two services an hour
or less serving London on weekdays.

The planned development also raises questions regarding drainage and surface
water as green fields will be replaced by concrete. Residential developments
increase the impermeable surfaces footprint such as roofs, roads, pathways and
driveways. School Lane often resembles a river in heavy rain with flooding
experienced in mid Higham, Lower Higham and floods the train station. Drain
covers are often displaced, which again impacts road users. Without wholesale
improvement to the drainage system in Higham at immense cost and
inconvenience, this development will make matters even worse.

Kind regards

 


