


station access and basic daily life. Once outline permission is granted, local
residents are left arguing over details while the principle has already gone. That
is the wrong way round.

This part of Gravesham still has the feel of a village and countryside edge. That
matters. It is one of the main reasons people choose to live here. A development
of this scale would urbanise open land, weaken the rural break around Meopham
and push the area further towards suburban sprawl. However the drawings are
presented, 725 houses, roads, parking, a school and a local centre are not a
light-touch change. They are a permanent and substantial transformation.

The council's own planning framework is clear that the adopted development
plan still includes the Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy 2014 and saved
policies, while the newer site allocations document is still being prepared. The
current Local Development Scheme says the council is still working on the partial
review of the Core Strategy, the Site Allocations and Development Management
Policies Document, and an updated policies map. That means this application
must be judged very carefully against the adopted plan and evidence base, not
treated as a done deal.

The council's own evidence base shows how sensitive this issue is. Gravesham
has been reviewing settlement hierarchy, Green Belt release, landscape capacity
and environmental constraints as part of the local plan work. In that settlement
hierarchy work, Sole Street is identified as a fourth tier settlement, while Hook
Green, Meopham sits higher in the hierarchy. That underlines the point that this is
a sensitive rural area where the consequences of large-scale expansion spread
beyond the application site and into surrounding communities like ours.

This application also needs to be tested properly on infrastructure. A school and
some open space on a masterplan do not solve everything. Roads, drainage,
utilities, healthcare capacity, recreation pressure and day-to-day local service
demand all matter. Gravesham's own local validation list makes clear that for
development of this nature and scale the council can require proper supporting
information including transport assessments and travel plans, utilities, sewage
and surface water drainage strategy or assessment, tree surveys, and other
technical material where these are material to the decision. That is because
these issues are not side matters. They go to the heart of whether the scheme is
acceptable at all.

There is also a basic point of fairness. Local people are constantly told that
growth must be sustainable, infrastructure-led and respectful of local character.
Fine. Then apply that standard properly here. Do not approve a development of
this scale first and hope the problems can be cleaned up later.

In plain terms, this proposal is too big, too intrusive and too harmful for this
location. It would place unacceptable pressure on local roads and services,
damage the rural character of Meopham and the wider area, and permanently
alter the setting experienced by nearby communities including Sole Street.

This application should be refused.

Kind regards

 


