Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.

Comments were submitted at 25/03/2026 6:54 PM from_

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Camer Road Meopham Gravesend Kent
Outline planning application for up to 725 dwellings (Use Class C3), a new two-
form entry primary school (Use Class F1), a Local Centre (up to 500sgm of Class

Proposal: E floorspace), the provision of Public Open Space including sport and recreation
facilities alongside associated access, landscaping, parking, and infrastructure;
with all matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer: Mrs Katherine Parkin

Click for further information
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Comments Details
Commenter Type:

Member of the Public

Stance:

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

| am writing to object to planning application 20260207 relating to land at
Norwood Lane/Camer Road. The site is clearly within the Green Belt and is
Grade 2 agricultural land currently used for farming, so it should not be
considered suitable for development. It does not meet any reasonable definition
of "grey belt." and the fact that it has not been put forward in the emerging Local
Plan reinforces that it is not considered appropriate for housing by Gravesham
Borough Council. Allowing development here would undermine the purpose of
the Green Belt by encouraging urban sprawi and leading to the coalescence of
Sole Street and Hook Green, resulting in the loss of their distinct identities and
rural setting. This land is also environmentally important, with woodland copses
such as Blundells Shaw supporting a wide range of wildlife including bam owis,
swifts, bats, badgers and birds of prey. Its proximity to Camer Park, the Kent
Downs National Landscape and the Hook Green Conservation Area makes it
particularly sensitive, and the impact of increased lighting, poliution and
disturbance cannot be properly mitigated. The existing infrastructure in the area
is already under significant strain, with both Meopham and Istead Rise GP
practices operating at full capacity, and the local road network is already
struggling. Traffic congestion is a daily problem, especially at peak times when
queues build up and joumeys across the village can take well over 30 minutes,
so the addition of around 1,450 extra vehicles, along with construction traffic,
would only make matters worse. This would inevitably lead to increased poliution



and could also affect access for emergency vehicles, particularly along Norwood
Lane. Public transport options are limited and not fully accessible, as the local
train station does not provide step-free access, which makes it unsuitable for
many people. The site also plays an important role in natural drainage, helping to
absorb rainfall and reduce flooding, which is already an issue along Norwood
Lane and Wrotham Road, and developing it is likely to exacerbate these
problems. In addition, the cumulative effect of multiple developments in the
surrounding area must be considered, as there is already growing pressure on
both local services and the countryside. Finally, the loss of productive agricultural
land is a concern in terms of food security, and the site currently acts as a natural
carbon sink, so its development would conflict with wider environmental and
climate objectives. For all of these reasons, | strongly object to this proposal and
believe it should be refused.

Kind regards



