


happen". Adding hundreds of additional vehicle movements per day would
materially increase the likelihood of collisions, particularly involving
schoolchildren and pedestrians.
The A227 is already operating beyond safe capacity. Additional development
would exacerbate speeding, congestion, and dangerous overtaking behaviour.
---
2. Infrastructure Cannot Support Additional Housing
Meopham's essential services are already under significant strain:
- Schools are at or near capacity
- GP surgeries have long waiting times and limited ability to take new patients
- Public transport links are insufficient for a growing population
- Parking availability is already inadequate, particularly around the village centre
- Waste collection and local logistics are stretched
There is no evidence that the proposed development is supported by a credible
infrastructure plan. Without substantial investment, this application would worsen
service provision for existing residents and create unsustainable pressure on
local systems.
---
3. Harm to Village Character and Community Cohesion
Meopham is a rural village with a distinct character, defined by open spaces,
low‑density housing, and a strong sense of community. Large‑scale development
of this nature would:
- Erode the rural setting on both sides of the A227
- Create a sense of urbanisation inconsistent with the village's identity
- Increase noise, traffic, and pollution
- Undermine the community cohesion that residents value
Residents have invested significantly in their homes and contribute high levels of
council tax with the expectation that the rural character of the area will be
protected. This proposal is fundamentally at odds with that expectation.
---
4. Cumulative Impact on Crime, Safety, and Local Economy
Over‑development without supporting infrastructure often correlates with:
- Increased crime rates
- Greater pressure on emergency services
- Declining local business viability due to congestion and reduced accessibility
- Depressed property values caused by overcrowding and loss of amenity
The cumulative impact of this development would be detrimental to the long‑term
economic and social wellbeing of Meopham.
---
5. Not Aligned With Sustainable Development Principles
The National Planning Policy Framework requires developments to be:
- Safe
- Sustainable
- Supported by adequate infrastructure
- Appropriate to local context
This proposal fails on all four counts.
---
Conclusion
For the reasons outlined above, I strongly urge the planning authority to refuse
application 20260207. The development poses unacceptable risks to highway
safety, places unsustainable pressure on already overstretched infrastructure,
and would cause lasting harm to the character and wellbeing of Meopham.
I respectfully request that these concerns are fully considered as part of the
decision‑making process.

Kind regards

 


