


The proposals for traffic management will create bottlenecks and accident
blackspots at junctions joining the A227.
With regard to planning reference 20260207 and the development of 730 houses
the land in question is currently farming land.
There may be some questions on a technicality around whether the land is
Greenbelt or Grey Belt, however it is inappropriate for what is currently farmland
to be turned in to an area of urban sprawl with villages being merged and new
towns created.
The proposed site is not included in the proposed local plan due for release in
the near future which means that Gravesham Borough Council have not
designated this site suitable for development.
The proposal will impact grade 2 agricultural land currently serving arable crops
with several biodiverse woodland copses and local wildlife also impacted.
The area is part of the Kent downs national landscape and includes the
conservation area of Hook Green.
No amount of mitigation will alleviate the potential damage due to increased
airborne and light pollution caused by the development.
It is noted that moderate impact could well remain for at least 15 years.
As well as a permanent destruction of arable land, natural habitats and ancient
ecosystems the character of the area, which generates a significant amount of
visitors from outside the area will be irrevocably changed.
The proposals may well be tactical but if realised will destroy the character of the
area and excessively impact local services which are already at capacity.
- Both Meopham and Istead Rise GP surgeries have confirmed that they have no
additional capacity.
- Southeast water in response to the developments in neighbouring borough of
Tonbridge and Malling have raised concerns with government around their
concerns to serve proposed developments.
- Local traffic increases could see 1450 extra cars plus local driver vehicles
- Emergency vehicles to houses on Norwood lane would be impeded by the
proposed traffic management system
- additional traffic will cause pollution
- development will cause light pollution
- both Meopham and Sole street stations are served by footbridges making
access a challenge for those less able and young families
- the existing farmland acts as water capture water reducing flooding with the
open land acting as a carbon sump
- a new school is proposed - though there is no indication of where the school
leavers will go for further education. Meopham Secondary has been enlarged
and is already full.
Allowing developments of this size in the context of Meopham history is a
mistake and the sheer scale of the proposals highlighted locally will turn a linear
village into a sprawling urban area.
Communities are not built this way.
It is obvious that the proposal is for considerable financial gain.

Kind regards

 


