


More recently, a pair of Hobbies can be seen on a regular basis throughout the
summer. Greater spotted woodpeckers nest in the woodland and young kestrels
and sparrowhawks can be seen hunting across the fields in early summer.

This is Greenbelt land, as such was always protected from any planning
application. This proposal directly contradicts the fundamental purposes of
Greenbelt policy. Specifically, it fails to prevent urban sprawl, as the development
would cause the distinct villages of Sole Street and Hook Green to merge. This
site does not meet the definition of 'Greybelt' as has notably been excluded from
the Gravesham Borough Council's draft Local Plan. By attempting to develop
land that the Council has not designated as suitable, this project threatens to
shatter the unique character of our rural communities.

The land is Grade 2 Agricultural land, used for arable crops. Surely the war in
Ukraine and Iran, alongside winter flooding in southern Europe and north Africa,
has shone a spotlight on the vulnerability of Britain's food system to foreign price
shocks. A senior food and climate analyst at the Energy and Climate Intelligence
Unit has been quoted in the Sunday Times 22/03/26 "For a long time we've relied
on other countries to feed us and not invested in our fresh produce growers.' In
the face of climate pressures and geopolitical instability he added: "Growing
more fruit and vegetables in the UK is going to be critical to maintaining food
security and keeping shelves stocked." So, it is vital we continue to have this
agricultural land for future food production.

Appreciate the planners have included a two form entry primary school, however,
there is a huge issue in that Meopham and Istead Rise GP Practices are both at
full capacity, which has been documented by both practices in other previous
planning applications in the Meopham area.

There is an issue that Emergency vehicles to houses on Norward Lane would be
impeded. Additional traffic will cause pollution, development will cause light
pollution and noise pollution.

Flood mitigation: open fields capture water, thereby reducing flooding. Flooding is
becoming an major issue on Norwood Lane and Wrotham Road.

There are plenty of Brownfield sites in the Borough to fulfil housing requirements.
For instance, nothing has been done with the old Gravesend Maternity Hospital.
If the planning permission has lapsed then surely they can reapply.

Kind regards

 


