


domestic (as the masterplan and environmental statement chapter 2 seems to
do) is deliberately misleading to seek to minimise the landscape impact.

UNTENABLE INCREASE IN TRAFFIC: The lane between Meopham and Sole
Street is already very busy at peak times, and comes to a complete standstill
when the A2 is blocked (which happens often). The introduction of 725 new
houses, all with vehicles (there are no supermarkets within walking distance and
many commuters drive to Ebbsfleet) plus the school which (if built) will take
pupils from beyond the development hugely increase road journeys on a network
(including the A227) that is already under strain. The calculations (only allowing
for an extra 2000 journeys per day) in the transport submission are unrealistic
and do not take into account these additional journeys to and from schools,
shops, socialising and Ebbsfleet or deliveries. They also overestimate people's
willingness to walk rather than drive (expecting people to walk up to 2Km to small
local shops is unreasonably optimistic).

ECOLOGY: We know there are buzzards nesting in the two shaws and regularly
see barn owls, little owls and tawny owls in the immediate vicinity of the
proposed development. The planning proposals implies that by retaining the
shaws the wildlife will be preserved, but in reality, these sorts of birds will not nest
tiny pockets of woods within a development of 725 houses.

AMENITIES: Local service are already at capacity. The applicant's health
submission states that there is enough primary care capacity, but this is
contradicted by both the NHS consultation response which states "the need from
this development, along with other new developments, will need to be met
through the creation of additional capacity in primary and community care
facilities" and by the current residents lived experience of difficulties accessing
primary and acute care. There is no increase in secondary school provision not
proposed. Local grammar schools and Meopham secondary are already over-
subscribed; similarly no consideration of early years provision. For shops and
entertainment, residents will have to drive elsewhere.

CONCLUSION This proposal does not respond to local or even regional
requirements; it is developer led and will create a car-dependent urban sprawl
which will severely harm the character of the rural villages of Meopham and Sole
Street.
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