Council

Planning Team Heritage Conservation
Gravesham Borough Council Planning & Environment
Civic Centre, Windmill Street Enterprise and Environment
Gravesend County Hall
Kent Maidstone
DA12 1AU Kent,

ME14 1XQ

Email: Jacob.warrender@kent.gov.uk
Ask for: Jacob Warrender

Date: 14/01/26

Re: 20251116

Outline application with all matters reserved (except access) for a development of up to
150 dwellings (use Class C3), including affordable dwellings, and associated
landscaping, public open space and infrastructure works.

Location: Land West Of, Norwoood Lane, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent
Thank you for your letter consulting us on the above planning application.

The site lies within an area of archaeological potential associated with medieval and post-
medieval settlement. In the wider area of Meopham there is archaeological evidence for
prehistoric and Romano-British activity.

Historical mapping shows that Norwood Lane to the north of the site is extant from the earliest
mapped periods and is potentially significantly older.

The Cultural Heritage Desk Based Assessment (RPS May 2025) puts the site into a broad
archaeological context while highlighting that

“There have been few archaeological investigations within the Study Area.... any conclusions
on the archaeological potential of the Study Site are somewhat uncertain.”

The document also refers to a geophysical survey carried out in March 2025 and suggests that
is has been provided as an appendix however this is missing from the submitted document. It
is suggested that this document is resubmitted with the geophysical survey attached as an
appendix as suggested within the text of the DBA.

While the DBA suggests that potential for evidence of for archaeological periods is low, it
should be noted that the lack of known sites dating to these periods within the local area may
be partially due to the paucity of archaeological work carried out within the local area rather
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than necessarily a lack of archaeological sites. The Geophysical survey carried out on the site
is reported to have detected several anomalies that are potentially archaeological in nature.

In view of the above the following staged condition is proposed:

To assess and mitigate the impacts of development on significant archaeological
remains:

A) Prior to any development works the applicant (or their agents or successors in title)
shall secure and have reported a programme of archaeological field evaluation works,
in accordance with a specification and written timetable which has been submitted to
and approved by the local planning authority.

B) Following completion of archaeological evaluation works, no development shall take
place until the applicant or their agents or successors in title, has secured the
implementation of any safeguarding measures to ensure preservation in situ of
important archaeological remains and/or further archaeological investigation and
recording in accordance with a specification and timetable which has been submitted to
and approved by the local planning authority.

C) The archaeological safeguarding measures, investigation and recording shall be
carried out in accordance with the agreed specification and timetable.

D) Within 6 months of the completion of archaeological works a Post-Excavation
Assessment Report shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning
authority. The Post-Excavation Assessment Report shall be in accordance with Kent
County Council’s requirements and include:

a. a description and assessment of the results of all archaeological investigations
that have been undertaken in that part (or parts) of the development;

b. an Updated Project Design outlining measures to analyse and publish the
findings of the archaeological investigations, together with an implementation
strategy and timetable for the same;

c. a scheme detailing the arrangements for providing and maintaining an
archaeological site archive and its deposition following completion.

E) The measures outlined in the Post-Excavation Assessment Report shall be
implemented in full and in accordance with the agreed timings.

Reason: To ensure that features of archaeological interest are properly examined and
recorded in accordance with policies in the Local Plan and the National Planning Policy
Framework.

| hope the above is helpful and would be pleased to discuss further if required.

Yours sincerely

Jake Warrender
Archaeological Officer
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