


4. Highway Safety and Traffic Impact
The development would generate a substantial increase in traffic along Downs
Road and nearby junctions, including those accessing the A227 and New Barn
Road. Downs Road is already heavily used, including by children walking to and
from Istead Rise Primary School. Increased traffic, parking pressure and new
junctions would create additional hazards and raise serious concerns regarding
pedestrian safety.

5. Inadequate Local Infrastructure
Local infrastructure is already under significant strain. GP surgeries and hospitals
report being at or near capacity, and there are limited local services, shops and
public transport options. Bus services are infrequent and do not operate regularly
in the evenings, and there is no local train station. The proposal would create a
highly car-dependent community, contrary to sustainable development principles.

6. Education Capacity
Local secondary schools and colleges already face pressure on available places.
The proposal does not adequately demonstrate how additional demand for
school places would be met without adversely affecting existing residents.

7. Environmental and Ecological Harm
The site supports wildlife and protected species associated with hedgerows,
woodland edges and open farmland. The loss of habitats would have long-term
negative environmental consequences and reduce local biodiversity.

8. Harm to Character and Setting
The scale and density of the proposed development would fundamentally alter
the character and appearance of the area. Istead Rise is characterised by its
semi-rural setting and proximity to open countryside. The proposal would cause
significant harm to this setting and to the established character of the community.

9. Unsustainable Location
The lack of safe walking and cycling routes to Gravesend or Meopham,
combined with limited public transport, makes this an unsustainable location for a
development of this size. The proposal conflicts with national and local planning
policies promoting sustainable travel and reduced reliance on private vehicles.
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