


We made a deliberate decision to move to Istead Rise because of its countryside
setting, openness, and sense of space. These were not minor factors - they were
central to our choice, particularly as a family with a young child and as a disabled
household needing a calm, accessible environment. This development would
permanently remove those qualities and fundamentally change the character and
day-to-day experience of living here.

This would be a serious and irreversible loss of residential amenity for existing
residents who made informed decisions based on the current nature of the area
and the expectation that planning policy would protect it. The scale and density of
this proposal would undermine that trust.

One of the reasons we chose Istead Rise is because children here benefit from
freedom, space, and surroundings that support their wellbeing. The fields, open
views, and sense of openness are part of what defines the area. Losing them to
large-scale development, along with a significant increase in population and
traffic, would be hugely damaging.

I am also very concerned about increased noise and air pollution, particularly so
close to a nursery and school. Young children are especially vulnerable, and
placing intensive development immediately next to these settings feels
completely at odds with protecting their wellbeing.

The proposal would also contribute to the gradual merging of Istead Rise with
neighbouring settlements, eroding the strategic gap that helps preserve the
area's distinct character. The visual impact and loss of openness would be
permanent.

Finally, this land plays a role in wildlife habitat and local drainage. Given the
existing flooding issues on Downs Road, the increase in hard surfacing and
changes to drainage raise serious concerns about worsening flood risk, both
during construction and in the long term.

In summary, this development would:

Create unacceptable safety risks for children attending the nearby nursery and
school

Worsen congestion, speeding, and flood-related dangers on local roads

Place additional strain on parents and carers

Cause a permanent loss of residential amenity

Harm children's wellbeing through increased noise, pollution, and loss of green
space

Destroy the rural character and openness that families deliberately moved here
for

For these reasons, I respectfully ask that the Council refuses this planning
application.

Kind regards

 


