


deliverable improvements to transport infrastructure, the development would only
worsen existing problems.
Equally concerning is the lack of local amenities. Higham does not have sufficient
capacity in its schools, GP surgeries, or local services to support a significant rise
in population. Residents already face challenges securing GP appointments, and
local primary schools operate with very limited available places. Adding hundreds
of new residents without simultaneously expanding services would place
unsustainable strain on essential community resources.
Furthermore, the loss of green belt land is inconsistent with planning principles
that aim to protect the countryside, prevent urban sprawl, and maintain
separation between distinct communities. Once such land is built on, it is lost
forever. The green belt around Higham contributes to wildlife habitats, supports
biodiversity, and provides accessible outdoor space for residents' health and
wellbeing. This proposal offers no adequate justification for overriding those
longstanding protections.
It is also important to consider cumulative impact. Higham and the surrounding
area have already absorbed various developments in recent years. Each
individual scheme may seem modest in isolation, but together they amount to a
substantial transformation of the village's scale and identity. Approving this plan
would set a precedent for further incursions into the countryside, creating a
domino effect that would irreversibly change Higham's character.
In summary, the proposed development is unsuitable for the location and fails to
meet the needs or expectations of the community. The local infrastructure cannot
cope with the increased demand; amenities are insufficient; and the
environmental and character impacts would be profound and permanent. I
strongly urge the planning authority to reject the proposal and instead prioritise
development on brownfield sites and areas where infrastructure can support
sustainable growth.
Higham's countryside is a vital part of its identity. Once it is gone, it cannot be
replaced.

Kind regards

 


