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Crowds cheered victo-
rious Ebbsfleet United 
through the streets on 
Sunday after they were 
crowned champions.

The team secured promo-
tion by winning the Vanar-
ama National League South 
a few weeks ago, but at the 
weekend supporters and 
the people of  Gravesend 
came out to cheer their suc-
cess as the team made their 
way through town on an 
open-top bus.

The route took them to their 
home ground –  the Kuflink Sta-
dium in Northfleet – for a family 
fun day where players posed for 
photos and signed memorabilia 
for fans.

Their success means they will 
play in the National League next 
season.

Ebbsfleet United celebrate winning league 
with open-top parade and family fun day
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Table-toppers!Table-toppers!

The bus parade from Community Square, Gravesend, ended with 
a family fun day at the Kuflink Stadium to mark Ebbsfleet’s 
promotion to the National League   Pictures: @EUFCofficial
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Ebbsfleet captain Chris Solly
loved seeing their title success
from both sides of the fence.
It was a third career promotion
for former Charlton stalwart
Solly and a second league title,
but his first as part of the
coaching set-up.
Having that added insight to
the hard work that goes on
behind the scenes made it
extra special for Solly.
“It’s right up there for me,” he
said. “From a personal note,
obviously I’m closer to the gaf-
fer and I haven’t experienced
this success and seen both
sides of things.
“I’ve been close to him all sea-
son and have seen that side,
the coaching and the effort him
and Chris Franks have put in.
“Then to play week in, week
out, in the position I’m in at the
middle of the back three I have
the best view. Some of the foot-
ball our boys produced has
been unbelievable.”
Fleet spent most of the season
at the top of National League
South - their title success being
a matter of when rather than if
they’d win the league.
That might have taken an edge
off the celebrations but Solly
was keen to point out how good
their season was.
“I was trying to say that to the
squad a few weeks back as it
felt a little bit of an anti-climax
the way we did it because our
lead was so big,” said Solly.
“But the message from me to
the players was you’ve got to
enjoy this, because you don’t
know when it’s going to come
again, if it does.
“I think the last two or three
weeks the boys have started to
realise that what we’ve
achieved is very good.”
It was the Fleet’s unbeaten run
from the turn of the year that
made the difference - a
sequence that seemed unlikely
after the way they dipped over
the festive period, losing twice
to rivals Dartford.
“That blip maybe helped us
looking back,” reflected Solly.
“The level of training was still
exactly the same, the effort
was the same, and we made it
clear as a group that as long as
we kept doing the right things,
we’d get that win and the con-
fidence would come back.”

Double vision
for skipper

By Matthew Panting

Ebbsfleet manager Den-
nis Kutrieb feels his play-
ers deserve every accol-
ade they get for their title-
winning season.

The Fleet finished 20 points
clear of second-placed Dartford
in National League South after
signing off in style last Saturday
with a 5-0 win over already-
relegated Hungerford at Stone-
bridge Road.

The crop of 2023 put on a show
in front of a bumper home
crowd which included a host of
former Fleet favourites, invited
back to the club for their annual
reunion.

“Maybe Fleet fans will speak
about these players in 20 years, I
don’t know,” said Kutrieb. “It’s
always good to have legends
here, players that have played
here.

“It’s always nice but you have
to make sure that everyone is on
the same page if it’s not going in
the right direction as well
because it’s football.

“We could start the next sea-
son with five defeats in a row so
no one will speak about records
and what we have done then.

“We need to keep this
momentum into next season,
even the fans who are so enthu-
siastic and being happy with
us.

“That’s what I always try to
bring across to the players as
well. We’ve created something
this season but it’s not just that,
look at how much joy the play-
ers were involved in.”

Kutrieb reckons the current
crop of Fleet favourites enjoy
their football more than most
sides.

He believes there are many
factors that have all added up to
make an exciting team that
scored a club-record 110 league
goals and finished up with 103
points.

“I see so many games of foot-
ball - League 2, National
League, National League South
- and there are not many teams
where the players come off the
pitch and say ‘I really enjoy
what we are doing here’,”
claimed Kutrieb.

“They do it because it’s their
job, they do it because it’s a foot-
ball club where they try to earn
some money or make an impact
to make a move somewhere else
- do they really enjoy what
they’re doing?

“We can see from our group
that they were enjoying them-
selves and that’s what I try to
create, that they enjoy to be on
the pitch, to train and play
games in this environment with
a great stadium, good fans, out-
standing owner, amazing CEO
who tries to make everything
happen for us.

“This is an environment
where the manager likes to play
football, not just kick it long.

“All these things, they con-
tribute to being successful as a

team and the boys are really
enjoying it. That’s a big compli-
ment to us as a club and me as a
manager, they really like it.”

The Fleet boss was - almost -
suited and booted for the final
game of the season as he ditched
his usual tracksuit for trousers
and shirt and tie, along with a
jumper.

It was Kutrieb's way of paying
tribute to his players for their
achievements this season.

“I think just because of the
occasion,” he said.

“I wanted to pay the boys my
credits because they delivered
so outstandingly this season,”
he stated. “I’ve told them 100
times but what can I do, I can tell
them 101 times or I can make
sure that I’m dressed up.

“If I went to a nice place or paid
someone credit, or dressed up
for an interview, whatever it is, I
would always be dressed up.

“I wanted to pay my players
that credit and congratulate
them for having a great sea-
son.”

F l e et’s latest legends?

All-time Fleet record scorer Steve Portway presents 2022/23 top scorer Dominic Poleon with his golden boot - as well as
an award for reaching 50 club goals. He’s still got someway to go to break Portway’s tally of 152 goals. Poleon was voted
player-of-the-year by the club’s fans and also picked up the players’ player award, as well as goal of the season for his stun-
ning strike in the televised win at Slough Picture: Dave Plumb/Ebbsfleet United FC
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Artifi cial Grass at Gorse Hill Nursery
Artifi cial Grass at Trade PricesArtifi cial Grass at Trade Prices

Gorse Hill, Farningham, DA4 0JU (opposite Scratchers Lane)

01322 864704 • 07984 475519 • www.gorsehillnursery.co.uk

Our Quality Artifi cial Grass starts at £12.00 per sqm (inc. vat)
Also available Real Turf & Topsoil

We sell all you need to complete your project!
• Trade enquiries welcome

Free DIY advice or call for a FREE no obligation quote to supply and fi t

No Mowing! No Weeding! No Feeding!


