


Furthermore, the issue of privacy is not just about personal comfort-it's also
about security. The close proximity of the medical centre to our homes with the
stream of 100's of visitors each day increases the risk of unwanted attention and
generates security concerns. Our homes, our gardens, our everyday lives could
be laid bare to those visiting the medical centre.

I also want to bring to your attention the negative emotional and psychological
impacts that such a change could have. Studies have shown that a lack of
privacy can lead to increased stress and anxiety, particularly when the sense of
being constantly observed becomes overwhelming. The value of privacy in
residential areas cannot be underestimated - not only for physical safety but also
for mental well-being. The introduction of a medical centre which is surely built to
foster well-being could potentially have the complete reverse effect on the
community it is there to serve.

Whilst I understand and accept the need for growth and development in our
community, I urge the committee to consider alternatives that will preserve the
privacy and tranquillity of existing residents. I ask that you carefully review the
proposed development's design and positioning to ensure that our homes are not
overshadowed or exposed to unnecessary visibility.

In closing, I respectfully request that the planning committee take this concern
seriously. I am very supportive that the site should be redeveloped, however, ask
for a development that harmonizes with the current landscape and upholds the
privacy of all residents. After all, the value of a community lies not only in its
infrastructure but in the lives of those who call it home.

**

I am flabbergasted to see that the developer is once again coming back to
planning attempting to use every last inch of this already very tight site which will
further negatively affect the privacy of existing residents as well as the important
impact on parking, traffic, provision of services such as education, healthcare,
etc.

Moreover, since the initial approval of the development some 16 months ago,
there has been no dialogue with ourselves or neighbours as to the proposed
treatment of boundaries and landscaping in an attempt to deal with privacy
concerns. How can anyone provide a fair response to the latest application with
the lack of this crucial information?

From a personal perspective I am now faced with the revised issue of having 2
boundary holders adjoining my property - St Joseph's development boundaries
and Surgery boundaries with little reassurance that the Surgery will ever go
ahead following the latest "non-material amendment approval" of the planning
department and the quandary with what happens at that time to these
boundaries.

In addition, I communicated with members of the planning department following
the initial planning approval, with my thoughts as to how certain privacy issues
could be improved for neighbours without material amendment to the overall
development. I regret to advise that I did not even receive the courtesy of a reply,
which I believe as an interested party and a Gravesham council tax payer am
entitled to. In this respect, I hold out little hope that the existing residents will
receive a fair hearing and once again planning in Gravesham will fail to serve the
tax payers.

Kind regards



 


