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Gravesham Borough Council 
Development Control 
Civic Centre Windmill Street 
Gravesend 
Kent 
DA12 1AU 
 

Our ref: KT/2022/130212/01-L01 
Your ref: 20221179 
 
Date:  16 November 2022 
 
 

 
Demolition Of Nos. 1-12 St Patricks Gardens. Nos. 36-41 St Patricks Gardens 
And Nos. 28-42 Even Nos. Only St Columbas Close, And The Caretakers 
Facility. Erection Of 2no. 2 Storey Buildings, 1no. 3 Storeys Building And 1no. 
Part 3 And Part 4 Storey Building; To Provide 46 Residential Dwellings (Class 
C3) residential use, with associated vehicle and pedestrian access, amenity 
space with hard and soft landscaping, car and cycle parking, refuse and 
recycling storage provision, and other associated works.    
 
Land At St Columbas Close, Gravesend, Kent       
 
Thank you for consulting us on the above application.  
 
Due to the scale, nature and residential setting of this proposal and the supporting 
information submitted, we do not object to the proposal in principle providing 
the following conditions are placed on any permitted development. 
 
Condition 
If, during development, contamination not previously identified is found to be present 
at the site then no further development (unless otherwise agreed in writing with the 
Local Planning Authority) shall be carried out until a remediation strategy detailing 
how this contamination will be dealt with has been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority. The remediation strategy shall be 
implemented as approved. 
 
Reasons 
To ensure that the development does not contribute to, or is not put at unacceptable 
risk from, or adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of water pollution from 
previously unidentified contamination sources at the development site in line with 
paragraph 174 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
NOTE: any waste materials should be removed to suitable permitted sites as part of 
any site clearance/preparation works. Particular care should be taken with regards to 
any asbestos containing building materials that may be present to avoid cross 
contamination of waste materials.. 
 
Further clarification should be sought from the Local Authority Environmental Health 
Officer with respect to issues related to harm to human health. 
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Condition 
No infiltration of surface water drainage into the ground is permitted other than with 
the written consent of the Local Planning Authority. The development shall be carried 
out in accordance with the approved details. 
 
Reasons 
To ensure that the development does not contribute to, or is not put at unacceptable 
risk from, or adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of water pollution caused by 
mobilised contaminants in line with paragraph 174 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 
Condition 
Piling or any other foundation designs using penetrative methods shall not be 
permitted other than with the express written consent of the Local Planning Authority, 
which may be given for those parts of the site where it has been demonstrated by a 
piling risk assessment that there is no resultant unacceptable risk to groundwater. 
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. 
 
Reason 
To ensure that the development does not contribute to, or is not put at unacceptable 
risk from, or adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of water pollution caused by 
mobilised contaminants in line with paragraph 174 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 
Informative 
Piling can result in risks to groundwater quality by mobilising contamination when 
boring through different bedrock layers and creating preferential pathways. Thus it 
should be demonstrated that any proposed piling will not result in contamination of 
groundwater. If Piling is proposed, a Piling Risk Assessment must be submitted, 
written in accordance with the Environment Agency guidance document “Piling and 
Penetrative Ground Improvement Methods on Land Affected by Contamination: 
Guidance on Pollution Prevention. National Groundwater & Contaminated Land 
Centre report NC/99/73”. 
 
Informative 
The CL:AIRE Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code of Practice (version 2) 
provides operators with a framework for determining whether or not excavated 
material arising from site during remediation and/or land development works are 
waste or have ceased to be waste. Under the Code of Practice: excavated materials 
that are recovered via a treatment operation can be re-used on-site providing they 
are treated to a standard such that they fit for purpose and unlikely to cause pollution 
treated materials can be transferred between sites as part of a hub and cluster 
project some naturally occurring clean material can be transferred directly between 
sites. 
 
Developers should ensure that all contaminated materials are adequately 
characterised both chemically and physically, and that the permitting status of any 
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proposed on site operations are clear. If in doubt, the Environment Agency should be 
contacted for advice at an early stage to avoid any delays. 
 
The Environment Agency recommends that developers should refer to the Position 
statement on the Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code of Practice and 
the Environmental regulations page on gov.uk.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Ms Laura Edwards 
Planning Advisor 
Direct dial 02084749079 
Direct email KSLPLANNING@environment-agency.gov.uk  
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