Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A su

mmary of the commenits is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 15/02/2026 8:11 PM from_

Application Summary

Address: Land North Of Cherry Trees Ridge Lane Meopham Gravesend Kent
Retrospective change of use for the siting of 4 pitches for Gypsy / Traveller

Proposal: occupation to include one static, one touring caravan and one amenity building
on each pitch. Associated changes in land levels and hard / soft landscaping.

Case Officer: Mrs Lisa Fisher

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:

Email:
Address:

Comments Details
Commenter Type:

on Avenue Gravesend

Neighbour

Stance:

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:

Comments:

The proposal for mobile homes on this site constitutes inappropriate
development within the Green Belt. The NPPF is clear that inappropriate
development is, by definition, harmful and should not be approved except in very
special circumstances. Such circumstances must clearly outweigh the harm to
the Green Belt and any other harm identified. In this case, no such very special
circumstances have been convincingly demonstrated. While mobile homes may
be perceived as less permanent than traditional dwellings, their impact is
nonetheless significant. The stationing of multiple residential units would
introduce built form, domestic activity, and visual clutter into an area that is
currently open countryside. Associated works such as hardstanding, access
tracks, parking areas, fencing, storage structures, utility connections, lighting,
and general domestic paraphemalia would further urbanise the site. The
cumulative effect would materially reduce openness, both spatially and visually,
which s the essential characteristic of the Green Belt. Furthermore, allowing
residential development in this location would represent clear encroachment into
the countryside. The character of Green Belt land derives not only from the
absence of substantial buildings but also from its undeveloped, rural appearance.
Even if individual units are modest in scale, their collective presence and year-
round occupation would fundamentally alter the rural nature of the site. There is
also concern that approving this proposal would set a harmful precedent.
Incremental development within the Green Belt can gradually erode its function
and weaken public confidence in planning protections. If permission were
granted for this scheme, it may encourage similar applications in the surrounding



area, leading to cumulative harm. Green Belt policy is intended to provide strong
and enduring protection; exceptions should remain truly exceptional.

The development may also have implications for drainage, surface water runoff,
and local biodiversity. Green Belt land often performs an important ecological
role, supporting habitats and wildlife corridors. Even relatively small-scale
development can disrupt these networks, fragment habitats, and reduce
biodiversity value. In the absence of compelling justification and robust
mitigation, such harm should weigh heavily against the proposal. In conclusion,
the proposed mobile homes would cause significant harm to the openness,
character, and purpose of the Green Belt. No very special circumstances have
been demonstrated that would clearly outweigh this harm. For these reasons, |
respectfully request that the Local Planning Authority refuse this application and
uphold the strong policy protections afforded to Green Belt land.

Kind regards



