


what is already planned. Borough-wide housing targets do not justify further
unallocated development in a settlement already identified for substantial growth.

3. Cumulative infrastructure pressure

Istead Rise is already expected to accommodate significant growth. The Local
Plan itself recognises that this will require improvements to transport, education
and other infrastructure. The cumulative impact of existing and planned
development must therefore be considered. Existing infrastructure is already
under strain and not proven capable of supporting further growth.

4. Unsustainable transport

The site is poorly connected to sustainable transport. There are no safe or direct
walking routes to railway stations and bus services are limited and infrequent. As
a result, the development would be heavily car-dependent, contrary to national
policy objectives to reduce reliance on private vehicles. The emerging Local Plan
itself acknowledges the need for improved transport infrastructure, highlighting
current deficiencies.

5. Highway capacity

The A227 and surrounding network already experience congestion, with
significant disruption when incidents occur on the A2. Additional traffic from this
development, combined with other planned growth, risks worsening congestion
and reducing network resilience.

6. Pressure on school places

Istead Rise Primary School is already oversubscribed, with recent admissions
data showing more applications than available places. The impact of this
development must be assessed alongside the approximately 250 homes already
proposed in the Local Plan. It has not been demonstrated that sufficient school
capacity exists or can be delivered in time.

7. Pressure on healthcare services

Local GP and dental services are already under significant pressure, with limited
appointment availability reported by residents. The additional population
generated by this development will further increase demand. It has not been
demonstrated that healthcare capacity exists to accommodate this growth.

8. Conflict with emerging strategy

The emerging Local Plan sets out a planned and coordinated approach to growth
in Istead Rise. Allowing additional unallocated development risks undermining
this strategy and outpacing infrastructure delivery.

9. Conclusion

This objection is not to housing in principle, but to unjustified additional
development in a settlement already planned for significant growth.

Kind regards

 


