


potential of land immediately adjoining the proposed development.

Against that background, the applicant's conclusion that there would be "no
significant effects on ecological features" requires careful examination.

The issue is not simply whether the application would result in a significant effect
on a particular protected species or designated ecological receptor when
considered in isolation. The assessment should also properly consider the
relationship between the development site and the adjoining Council-owned land.

The applicant's ecological assessment should therefore not be accepted without
demonstrating that it has properly considered the Council's adjoining land and its
intended biodiversity function.

Kind regards

 


