Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the commenits is provided below.
Comments were submitted at 20/08/2026 1:10 AM ﬁom-

Application Summary
Address: Land North Of The Drove Way Istead Rise Gravesend Kent DA13 9JY
Development for up to 100 residential dwellings (Class C3), including the
Pronosst: formation of new accesses from The Drove Way, the provision of new areas of
posal- public open space and all other associated infrastructure and ancillary works (all
detailed matters reserved other than means of access).
Case Officer: Ms Rebecca Harrison

Click for further information

Customer Details

Name:

Email:

Address:

haven close Istead rise Gravesend

Comments Details
Commenter Type:

Member of the Public

Stance:

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:
Comments:

In addition to my earlier comments.
9. Ecological impacts and the Council's adjoining biodiversity land

The ecological assessment submitted with the application concludes that no
significant effects on ecological features would arise from the proposed
development.

This conclusion should be treated with particular scrutiny given the nature and
intended use of the land immediately adjoining the application site.

Gravesham Borough Council has itself acquired approximately 65 hectares of
land between Gravesend and Istead Rise, including Hazell's Farm, Durndale
Farm and Wingfield Bank Farm, specifically to protect the land from development
and create opportunities to enhance biodiversity.

The Council has subsequently identified its land at Istead Rise as having
potential for long-term Biodiversity Net Gain purposes, including the creation of
off-site biodiversity units. Baseline assessments and management planning are
being undertaken in relation to these sites.

The Council has therefore itself recognised the ecological value and biodiversity



potential of land immediately adjoining the proposed development.

Against that background, the applicant's conclusion that there would be "no
significant effects on ecological features" requires careful examination.

The issue is not simply whether the application would result in a significant effect
on a particular protected species or designated ecological receptor when
considered in isolation. The assessment should also properly consider the
relationship between the development site and the adjoining Council-owned land.

The applicant's ecological assessment should therefore not be accepted without
demonstrating that it has properly considered the Council's adjoining land and its
intended biodiversity function.

Kind regards



