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This proposal raises a couple of questions, at approximately 9 metres deep there is insufficient 
space in the front garden to accommodate a soakaway. (Building Regulations prohibits a 
soakaway within 5 metres of a building or the highway) Therefore the drive would need to be 
constructed in a bound permeable material.

The second issue is, there is insufficient space to accommodate two vehicles in tandem. Parking 
in tandem requires ideally 10 metres, with 9.6 metres as the absolute minimum. Alternatively if it is 
intended to park a van or caravan off street a depth greater than 5 metres would be rerquired, but 
still less than 9 metres. So there should be some scope to retain some soft landscaping in the 
front garden. 

Finally pedestrian visibility splays should be provided, these are 2 metres along the edge of the 
access point into the garden and 2m along the back edge of footway away from the side of the 
access.    
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In minor residential streets, these pedestrian visibility splays often overspill a neighbours garden 
over which it is accepted there is no control.

Subject to the drive being suitably constructed to ensure no surface water discharges onto the 
highway I have no objections, but the total paving of the front garden would appear excessive.

Les Seaborn
Highway Development Management officer
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