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Dear Katherine, 
 
Please find attached our advice note on this application. 
 
Please get in touch if you have any questions or queries. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Helen 
 
Helen Forster MCIEEM |Senior Biodiversity Officer | Kent County Council
Natural Environment and Coast Team, Growth Environment & Transport, Kent County Council, Invicta 
House, Maidstone, ME14 1XX| 03000413374| helen.forster@kent.gov.uk | www.kent.gov.uk
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http://www.kent.gov.uk/




 
 


ECOLOGICAL ADVICE SERVICE 
 
TO:  Katherine Parkin  
 
FROM: Helen Forster 
 
DATE: 01 December 2025 
  
SUBJECT: Brookers Farm Luddesdown 20251012 
 


 
The following is provided by Kent County Council’s Ecological Advice Service (KCC EAS) 
for Local Planning Authorities. It is independent, professional advice and is not a 
comment/position on the application from the county council. It is intended to advise the 
relevant planning officer(s) on the potential ecological impacts of the planning application 
and if sufficient/appropriate ecological information has been provided. 
 
Any additional information, queries or comments on this advice that the applicant or other 
interested parties may have must be directed in every instance to the planning officer, who 
will seek input from the EAS where appropriate and necessary. 
 
 
The following comments are based on the understanding that the landscaping for 
application 20240091 have only been implemented in the last 12-18months. 
 
Under the Environment Act 2021 and the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended), all planning applications58 for development (unless exempt59,60,) must deliver at 
least a 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG), shown via use of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric 
prior to commencement of any development. 
 
Having reviewed the proposals we consider this application to be exempt from mandatory 
biodiversity net gain, so that mandatory biodiversity net gain of 10% will not apply. We 
consider this application exempt because: 


• The development will not impact any onsite priority habitat; AND 


• The development will not impact more than 25 square metres of onsite habitat with 


a biodiversity value greater than zero; AND 


• The development will not impact more than 5 metres of onsite linear habitat. 


 
We have taken this view as the application is only for a temporary permission for 6months 
and page 35 of the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide states the following: 
 







You do not need to record a habitat as lost when there are temporary impacts to a habitat 
and the area can be restored to both:  
• baseline habitat type within two years of the initial impact; and  
• baseline condition within two years of the initial impact  
 
As the current hedgerow has been planted for a maximum of 18months it is our view that 
the replanted hedgerow can be back in the same condition within 2 years of works 
commencing on site.  Therefore from a BNG perspective there will be no loss of habitat 
within the site.  We advise that this approach would not be possible if the hedgerow within 
the site had been mature as it would have taken at least 5 years to have re-established in 
the same condition and therefore would not be considered a temporary impact.  
 
We advise that if planning permission is granted a condition must be included requiring the 
habitat to be re-established within the first planting season following the dismantling of the 
temporary pub. 
 
If possible we recommend that the existing hedgerow is translocated to the rear of the 
proposed pub and then moved back to it’s original location once the pub has been 
dismantled.  
 
We have not provided suggested condition wording as we will defer to the LPA on the 
wording.  
 
Lighting 
The proposed car park already has lighting but we presume that additional lighting will be 
installed. We recommend that any lighting on the pub is only operational when the pub is 
open / staff are working. 
 
If you have any queries regarding our comments, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Helen Forster MCIEEM 
Biodiversity Officer 
 
This response was submitted following consideration of the following documents: 


• Biodiversity Net Gain Plan; JW Biodiversity Management; September 2025  
 





