


Downs Road is situated in a valley and already suffers from flooding. There are
numerous drains within my property, which I have been told is due to water run-
off from the surrounding hills and fields behind Rosegarth. If this farmland is
developed, it is unclear where this water would go. Flooding already occurs
regularly, particularly on the bend between Downs Road and Broadditch Road,
where surface water runs across the road causing vehicles to cross onto the
wrong side on a blind bend. Flooding is also an issue at the Flower Hill Way
junction with Downs Road. Further development would almost certainly worsen
this dangerous situation.

The addition of 154 houses could also mean over 400 new residents needing to
register with local GP services. Istead Rise surgery is already extremely difficult
to obtain appointments from, and this development would place further strain on
already stretched services.

Istead Rise has changed very little during the time I have lived here. This
development would significantly alter the character of the area and permanently
remove the views across the valley that hundreds of residents currently enjoy.
Construction would also bring prolonged noise, disruption and mess to Downs
Road and surrounding streets.

There are large mature trees at the rear and side of Rosegarth that provide an
important privacy buffer between Rosegarth and Downs Road. Previous owners
of my property were refused permission by Gravesham Council to purchase land
behind the house because these trees were specifically maintained to preserve
privacy. Any removal of these trees to facilitate the proposed access road would
undermine the very reason they were planted.

Finally, Rose Farm supports a wide range of wildlife that regularly visits my
garden and neighbouring properties, including badgers, foxes, rabbits, pheasants
and sparrow hawks. Development of this farmland would destroy valuable habitat
and negatively impact local wildlife.

Kind regards

 


