


pressures, including relatively high vehicle speeds, regular bus services, heavy
goods vehicle movements and significant levels of general traffic. The
introduction of several new dwellings would inevitably generate additional vehicle
movements, adding further pressure to an area where highway conditions are
already challenging.

A significant issue is the lack of clear evidence demonstrating that the visibility
splays required for safe access can be both provided and safeguarded in the
long term. Given the restricted nature of the site and the close relationship
between the proposed access and the nearby junction, it remains unclear
whether the visibility standards normally required by the highway authority and
relevant national guidance can be consistently achieved.

The development would also introduce a new point of access at a location that
effectively marks the change between the faster-moving traffic environment
associated with the A226 and the more residential setting of Chalk Road. The
additional turning and manoeuvring movements generated by the proposed
development would increase the potential for interaction between site traffic and
vehicles already travelling along the highway. As a result, concerns remain that
the proposal could give rise to an increased risk of conflict, with implications for
the safety of drivers, cyclists and pedestrians using the area.

Furthermore, the constrained nature of the proposed access route gives rise to
concerns regarding:
Vehicle manoeuvrability within and around the site;
The ability to accommodate safe two-way vehicle movements;
Potential obstruction of Chalk Road by waiting or turning vehicles;
Pedestrian safety, particularly for children, older people and those with mobility
impairments;
Driver visibility when entering and exiting the site; and
Safe and unhindered access for emergency vehicles.
The development is also likely to increase pressure on existing parking provision
in the area. Additional demand for parking may lead to overspill parking on
surrounding roads, causing obstruction, reducing visibility and exacerbating
existing congestion problems. This would further undermine highway safety and
the efficient operation of the local road network.

In the absence of detailed and compelling evidence proving otherwise, there
remains a reasonable concern that the proposal fails to provide a safe and
suitable access for all highway users and would therefore be contrary to national
planning policy objectives relating to highway safety and sustainable
development.

For the reasons outlined above, I believe the proposal would result in
unacceptable harm to neighbouring residential amenity through loss of daylight
and overshadowing, while also creating significant highway safety, access and
parking concerns. I respectfully request that the Council gives substantial weight
to these issues when determining the application and refuses planning
application.

Kind regards

 


