


and the A227-is already under pressure.
- These roads are narrow, winding, and not designed to support thousands of
additional vehicle movements per day.
- The development would significantly worsen congestion, especially around:
o Meopham Station
o Sole Street Station
o A227 junctions
- Public transport capacity is already stretched; rail services from both stations
are frequently crowded at peak times.
The proposal fails to demonstrate how such a dramatic increase in population
could be accommodated without major, unrealistic infrastructure upgrades.

Insufficient Local Services (Schools, Healthcare, Utilities)
Local services are already at or near capacity:
- Schools in Meopham and surrounding areas are oversubscribed.
- GP surgeries and dental practices have long waiting times and limited ability to
take on new patients.
- Water supply, drainage, and sewage systems are under strain, with parts of
Kent experiencing recurring issues with water pressure and wastewater capacity.

A development of this magnitude would require substantial new infrastructure,
none of which is guaranteed or realistically deliverable.

Environmental & Ecological Harm

The area contains valuable habitats, hedgerows, mature trees, and wildlife
corridors.
- Large-scale construction would cause irreversible loss of biodiversity.
- Increased hard surfacing would worsen surface water runoff, raising flood risks
downstream.
- The proposal conflicts with local and national commitments to protect natural
landscapes and promote sustainable development.
Disproportionate Scale & Lack of Local Need
- The number of homes proposed is far beyond what Meopham or Sole Street
could reasonably absorb.
- The development appears targeted at executive-style housing, not genuinely
affordable homes for local people.
- It does not align with the Gravesham Local Plan or the scale of growth
previously identified for rural villages.

Precedent for Further Development

Approving this scheme would set a dangerous precedent:
- It would signal that large-scale speculative development in rural Kent is
acceptable.
- It risks opening the door to further erosion of countryside between villages.

Conclusion
For the reasons outlined above-environmental harm, infrastructure inadequacy,
loss of rural character, and incompatibility with planning policy-I urge Gravesham
Borough Council to reject this proposal in full.
This development is not sustainable, not locally supported, and not in keeping
with the long-term interests of Meopham, Sole Street, or the wider borough.

Kind regards

 


