


sustainability of this development.

Transport and Highway Impact

The local road network is inadequate for the level of additional traffic that would
be generated. The A227 road already experiences frequent congestion,
particularly during roadworks or when traffic is diverted from the A2 or M20. An
increase of potentially two or more vehicles per household across this and other
proposed developments would significantly worsen congestion and road safety.

Public transport and accessibility are also limited, with no disabled access lifts at
Meopham Station and a lack of safe cycling routes connecting to nearby towns.
The impact of the proposed Lower Thames Crossing is also likely to further
increase traffic in the area. Buses are infrequent.

Flood Risk and Drainage Concerns

Areas such as Hook Green and Wrotham Road near Norwood Lane have
historically experienced flooding. The existing open fields play a crucial role in
absorbing rainfall. Development of this land would increase surface water runoff
and is likely to exacerbate flood risk for existing properties.

Loss of Green Belt and High-Quality Agricultural Land

The site lies within the Green Belt and consists of Grade 2 agricultural land.
Development would result in the permanent loss of valuable countryside,
contrary to the fundamental aim of Green Belt policy to prevent urban sprawl and
protect rural landscapes.

Harm to Biodiversity and Natural Habitats

The site includes biodiverse woodland copses, including Blundells Shaw, which
support a wide range of wildlife. Species observed in the area include barn owls,
swifts, bats, badgers, buzzards and red kites, alongside a rich variety of flora and
fauna. Development would disrupt established ecosystems, including bird flight
paths and mammal foraging areas, causing irreversible ecological harm.

Impact on Nearby Protected Landscapes and Heritage Areas

The site is adjacent to Camer Park, the Kent Downs National Landscape, and the
conservation area of Hook Green. Increased air and light pollution from a
development of this scale would harm the setting, tranquillity and environmental
quality of these sensitive areas, and such impacts cannot be fully mitigated.

Urban Sprawl and Loss of Settlement Identity

The proposed development would lead to the coalescence of the Hook Green
area of Meopham with Sole Street, eroding the distinct character and identity of
both settlements. This land should remain undeveloped to preserve the
separation and rural nature of the area.

Cumulative Impact of Multiple Developments

Consideration must be given to the cumulative effect of multiple proposed
developments in Meopham and Istead Rise. There are currently proposals
totalling approximately 1,800 new homes, with around 1,500 in Meopham alone.
Taken together, these developments would place an unsustainable burden on
infrastructure, services and the environment, and fundamentally change the
character of the area



Kind regards

 


