


pollution.

Loss of grade 2 agricultural land is a concern as is the impact on our wonderful
local wildlife. Green belt policy seeks to safeguard the countryside and protect
natural habitat.

Local services are already struggling.. Meopham Medical Centre and Istead Rise
GP practices have confirmed that they have no further space. The local hospitals
are at capacity with A&E patients regularly being treated in corridors.

The six proposed developments mentioned will result in significant increase in
traffic on A227 which is already extremely congested and which will get busier
when the new Lower Thames crossing is completed. Side roads currently
become gridlocked when there is a problem or roadworks on the A227. It will also
lead to more air and noise pollution.

The exit from Green Lane onto the A227 is already a significant bottleneck and
the Wrotham Road, Camer Road and Norwood Lane proposals will directly make
it worse. In the other direction, Green Lane, Camer Road and Sole Street are not
suitable for the extra volume of traffic that would be generated by these 3
housing estates. The other proposals will also have an impact as people from
there will use Green Lane as well. When the lower Thames crossing opens, this
route will be a cut through from M20, M25 and M26, increasing traffic on the
A227.

The station is not fully accessible and the bus service is virtually non-existent.
The A227 between Meopham and Istead Rise has no footpath for much of the
way and is narrow. It is therefore unsafe for walkers and cyclists.

Drainage is currently a problem with frequent flooding locally in heavy rain,
especially at the junction of Norwood Lane and the A227. Open fields capture
water and reduce flooding.
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