


Sole Street train station has non-accessible platforms and no step-free access,
limiting use for people with mobility issues, wheelchair users, parents with prams,
and older residents. While the station is not currently busy at peak times, a
development of this scale would overwhelm its limited facilities and increase
parking pressure on nearby residential roads. Many residents would be forced to
drive to larger stations such as Meopham, adding further congestion.

4. Traffic and Pollution
An increase in vehicles from 725 homes would worsen traffic, air pollution, and
light pollution. The area already suffers from repeated fly-tipping, and increased
population pressures would make these problems harder to control. The resulting
environmental degradation would be significant and difficult to reverse.

5. Ecological Impact
The development would destroy and fragment habitats used by protected
species, increase noise and light disruption, and permanently alter the ecological
balance of the area.

6. Harm to Rural Character and Countryside
Sole Street and Hook Green are historic, rural villages with a strong sense of
identity, open views, and countryside character. This proposal would effectively
urbanise the landscape and merge distinct villages. Increased congestion and
visual intrusion would also reduce the appeal of nearby Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, impacting residents, walkers, and local tourism.

In conclusion, this proposal is disproportionate, environmentally damaging, and
incompatible with local infrastructure and the rural setting. For these reasons, I
urge the planning authority to refuse the application.

Kind regards

 


