


Meopham village; the increased traffic caused would cause a massive increase
in air and noise pollution in a village of both historic interest and natural beauty.
There is also the issue of drainage and sewerage provision for such a large such
development. The water companies seem to be struggling with providing
sufficient water supply for existing customers in this area of Kent, and dealing
with an increase in demand would only exacerbate existing problems.
Water pressure is very low, and hose-pipe bans are now normal in Summer.
Unless the water company can guarantee water supplies in all weather events,
adequate flood water drainage, and safe sewerage processing, this large
development should not be considered.
There is clear evidence that the current sewerage network and treatment works
are unable to adequately cope with exiting demand.
In this proposal, only general assurances have been given that the capacity
issues will be addressed, and without a funded and time-bound solution.
Most importantly, the development site is part of a much-valued rural landscape,
and wildlife habitat.
The fields for this proposed housing development provide a vital habitat for
pipistrelle bats that use the area as a feeding ground, and the tree copse as a
roost. Swifts and swallows use these fields as to provide them with early
invertebrate food, having migrated to the area from Africa.
Protected skylarks also nest and breed in significant numbers in the fields here;
in other areas around West Malling and Offham, skylark nesting grounds have
been fenced off for protection, under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. It would be
a desecration to allow such an essential breeding area to be built upon, at a time
when the skylark is a protected species!
The landscape information that has been submitted with this application, accepts
that here will be significant change to the character of the site and its
surroundings.
Meopham and the surrounding villages are still relatively rural and are now at risk
of losing not only village and farmland identity, but also nationally declining
wildlife habitats within the green belt land of Meopham.
Once lost this can never be restored.

Kind regards

 


