


and the rural road network, with serious hazards to safety.
This proposal would generate unacceptable amounts of additional traffic on the
rural road network, coupled with the impact of the Lower Thames Crossing will
only serve to exacerbate this situation.
Water run off from the site location also presents a flooding hazard to the A227,
exacerbating a known issue at the junction of the A227 with Norwood Lane.
There is also evidence that the existing waste water drains/sewage runs would
be inadequate to support such a development in Meopham.

Lack of facilities to support a significant development.
The site is 1 mile distance from Meopham train station, and there is no disabled
access to the platforms. This coupled with the danger to cyclists on the A227,
and the limited bus service, makes extensive car travel inevitable for any
development within Meopham.
When compared to the current housing level of Meopham, this site proposal
would generate a significant population increase for Meopham, and a substantial
increase in traffic, which is unsustainable for such a rural environment, and
incompatible to achieving a carbon neutrality target by 2030.
Meopham GP surgery has no spaces for new residents, as confirmed in writing
by the surgery. The number of doctors available at Meopham Surgery is limited,
and the surgery has had to use temporary registrars/trainees to cope with just the
current demands. This is backed up by the difficulty in obtaining doctor
appointments for the current population of Meopham. In addition, parking is
virtually impossible at Meopham Surgery, due to the shared access and parking
with Meopham Secondary school, Kinder Young Risers, and Meopham library.

Impact of development
This area of Green Belt Grade 2 agricultural land, currently acts as a key
strategic gap to separate the two rural villages of Hook Green from Sole Street.
The development proposal of 725 homes, would not just destroy this natural
separation, but the light pollution would effectively turn this rural location into a
town, but without any of the benefits.
The traffic/road layout proposed is bizarre, as it would restrict traffic from
hundreds of existing homes from joining the A227, and instead divert all the traffic
to just one location.
Light pollution alone generated from such a large estate would have a huge
impact on the current rural environment, and would be visible for miles, from the
adjacent Kent Downs National Landscape, and Hook Green Conservation area.
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