


farmland.

4. Conflict with Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy
The proposal appears contrary to key policies within the Gravesham Local Plan
Core Strategy, including:
Policy CS01 & CS02 - which focus development in sustainable urban areas
rather than rural locations.
Policy CS12 - which seeks to protect and enhance the borough's natural
environment.
Policy CS19 - which protects the character of the countryside and the Kent
Downs AONB.

This site, being rural and environmentally sensitive, is not an appropriate location
for development of this scale.

5. Urban Sprawl and Loss of Village Identity
A development of over 700 homes would dramatically extend the built form of
Sole Street, leading to coalescence with surrounding settlements and a
permanent loss of the distinct rural character of Cobham, Kent. This
suburbanisation is wholly out of keeping with the existing village scale.

6. Harm to Biodiversity and Protected Species
The fields and surrounding habitats support a range of wildlife, including birds,
bats, and other protected species. Development would lead to habitat loss,
fragmentation, and disturbance, undermining biodiversity and conflicting with the
requirement to deliver measurable biodiversity net gain.

7. Unsustainable Pressure on Infrastructure
Local infrastructure is already limited. This scale of development would
significantly impact:

Road capacity and traffic levels (particularly rural lanes not designed for high
volumes)

Local schools and GP services
Drainage and utilities

There is no clear evidence that infrastructure improvements can adequately
mitigate these impacts.

8. Flood Risk and Surface Water Drainage
Development on greenfield land reduces natural drainage capacity and increases
surface water runoff, potentially exacerbating flood risk both on-site and in
surrounding areas.

9. Availability of More Sustainable Alternatives
National and local policy prioritise development on brownfield or less sensitive
land. It has not been demonstrated that such alternatives have been exhausted
before proposing development in this highly constrained and protected location.

This proposal represents unsustainable development that conflicts with national
policy, Green Belt protections, and the Gravesham Local Plan. The scale,
location, and impact of the development would cause lasting harm to the
landscape, environment, and character of Sole Street and the wider Kent Downs.

For these reasons, I strongly urge Gravesham Borough Council to refuse this
application

Kind regards



 


