


7. The developers are proposing to close the southern end of Norwood Lane and
allow access exclusively for buses entering the development. This is particularly
relevant to all residents of Norwood Lane, Nursery Road, Ediva Road, Edmund
Close, and the occupiers and workers of the units in the Railway Sidings.
The proposed closure of the southern end of Norwood Lane will leave the
existing approximately 275 homes, and a number of industrial facilities, with no
secondary access should the northern end of Norwood Lane be closed due to an
accident, fire, or repair to the road or services, or even a large delivery. In the
recent past, such closures have not been uncommon, and the loss of an
alternative access would temporarily leave residents and workers with no way in
or out, and no access for the emergency services.
8. Restricting access to Norwood Lane at the northern junction with the A227 will
also increase traffic and congestion in this area.

Infrastructure
9. Meopham and Istead Rise GP practices are both at full capacity.
10. The current bus service is inadequate and unreliable.
11. Development will significantly raise water demand in Meopham which already
operates within a seriously water stressed part of Kent.
12. There is NO need of another primary school as the Culverstone Primary
school is currently undersubscribed (207 current pupils/ room for 420 pupils) The
proposed two-form primary school with capacity for 420 pupils is badly situated
and would further increase severe peak time traffic congestion during drop-off
and pick-up times.
13. Emergency vehicles to houses in Norwood Lane would be impeded.
14. Local sideroads cannot currently support diversions when required.
15. Flood mitigation- the open fields currently struggle to capture water to prevent
flooding. This will only increase the flooding of local roads.

Kind regards

 


