


convincingly demonstrate why this location is appropriate.

The claimed separation from Sole Street is another concern. The idea that the
development will remain distinct depends on open space and landscape buffers,
but it is not clear how permanent or effective these will be. There is a real risk
that this separation will weaken over time, particularly if future changes or
pressures lead to further development.

Traffic impacts are likely to be substantial. The plans include a new roundabout,
road realignments, and changes to key junctions, which shows the scale of
intervention required. Despite this, the transport assessment concludes there will
be no significant effects, relying on assumptions about increased walking,
cycling, and public transport use. These assumptions do not reflect how people
currently travel in this area and seem overly optimistic.

There are also unresolved issues around infrastructure, drainage, and ground
conditions. The site appears technically complex, with drainage depending on
pumping stations and possible off site upgrades. There are concerns about
groundwater, contamination, and whether the necessary testing has been carried
out properly. At present, key elements of the drainage strategy are still uncertain
and depend on further investigation.

Many of the claimed benefits, such as biodiversity gains and landscaped areas,
depend on long term delivery and management over decades. These are not
guaranteed outcomes and should not be given the same weight as the
immediate and permanent impacts of the development.

Finally, the green areas within the scheme are expected to serve multiple roles,
including drainage, biodiversity, separation, and recreation. It is questionable
whether they can successfully fulfil all these functions without compromise.

Overall, this is a large and insufficiently defined proposal in a sensitive location. It
relies on assumptions and leaves important issues unresolved. For these
reasons, it does not demonstrate that it is appropriate or in the best interests of
Meopham.

I strongly urge that the application be refused.

Kind regards

 


