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3.1 Cobham Conservat ion Area

3.2 The exist ing buildings
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3.1 Cobham Conservat ion Area
According to the Cobham Conservat ion Appraisal (CAA) 
SPD, adopted in February 2017, the Conservat ion Area 
lies on high ground in a rural chalk-land sett ing and 
spreads out along a main thoroughfare, The Street, which 
roughly runs east-west.

Its special interest lies in the three dist inct zones of 
landscape/townscape: 

•	 the high, open, eastern part of The Street with the 
War Memorial and its group of historic houses to 
the east, and its ‘pinch point’ hemmed in by historic 
back-of-footway development to the west; 

•	 the hill top area at the village centre, with the 
medieval church, college, Stone House and the 
graveyard; and 

•	 a lower western zone along The Street and Batt le 
Street with sporadic historic development among 
small fields and open spaces, enclosed by trees.

The CAA notes that the outer zones of the village, 
comprised of dist inct ly different undeveloped spaces,  with 
recreational, agricultural and wooded character contribute 
to the local sett ing and character of the village and almost 
completely conceal its historic core from outside view. 

The CAA notes the survival (although in changed form and 
funct ion) of the two historic farmsteads that marked the 
eastern and western ends of the village at Cobhambury 
and Owletts respect ively. These are clearly evident on 
the 1819 OS map opposite. Both were associated with 
orchards (cherry and apple) but these have disappeared. 

The wider sett ing of the Conservat ion Area is formed by:

•	 modern orchards and woodland to the north

•	 the open parkland of Cobham Hall’s west park to 
the east

•	 the open arable landscape falling away to the 
south-east and south climbing to distant wooded 
hillsides and valleys

The wider sett ing of the Cobham Conservat ion Area: the land falls away to the south-east and south before climbing to distant wooded hillsides and valleys. 
Views across this landscape are possible as the eastern edge of the site has lost its field boundary vegetat ion.

The Cobham Conservat ion Area boundary extends eastwards to include historic buildings in Cobhambury Farm but excludes the proposed 
development site. The Conservat ion Area review in 2017 did not recommend changing the boundaries of the Conservat ion Area.

3.1 Cobham Conservat ion Area

•	 large scale modern orchards to the south-west on 
former arable land

•	 rolling arable land to the west, with a Country Park 
to the north-west
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Tree cover is prominent in open spaces around the historic 
core of the village and produces enclosure so that buildings 
are absorbed into the landscape - a characterist ic quality of 
the Conservat ion Area

courtyard buildings related 
to the historic Grade I listed 
Cobham College lying adjacent 
to the Church

Cobhambury House absorbed by trees 
and woodland marking the hierarchy 
of buildings

Treebelts to north and west 
separate Cobhambury from the 
village. However the eastern 
boundary of the farm is now 
open, so that containment by 
landscape is now incomplete.

2 -storey Cobhambury Barn marks 
the out lier historic farmstead at 
the eastern end of the Cobham 
Conservat ion Area

Cobhambury Farm is separated from the village to the west by treebelts along its northern and western edges and a sunken 
lane bounds its southern edge

1819 OS Map of Cobham clearly shows the historic farmsteads of 
‘Owlet’ and Cobhambury forming the west and east ‘markers’ at the 
ends of the village.

3.1 Cobham Conservat ion Area

The interact ion between buildings, the landscape (and the 
economic uses of the landscape) underpin the qualit ies of 
the Cobham Conservat ion Area.  Farming pract ices and a 
21st century economy are changing this interrelat ionship. 
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3.1 Cobham Conservat ion Area

3.2 The exist ing buildings

Cobhambury Barn is a large 19th 
century t imber barn which forms 
a part of what the Kent Historic 
Environment Record refers to as a 
regular mult i-yard courtyard. 

The late 19th century/early 20th 
century map shows that the main 
courtyard (part of the curt ilage 
of Cobhambury House) was 
once two courtyards, created 
by animal housing.  Some of 
this building has been removed, 
leaving a large single courtyard 
as shown left, and replaced by 
a pond.  The form and scale of 
these, effect ively two, courtyards 
will be replicated in the proposal.

3.2 The exist ing buildings
The farmstead historically consisted of a mult i-courtyard 
form, st ill recognisable, despite loss of some key buildings 
and funct ional changes. The farmstead and immediate 
sett ing is well enclosed by trees and woodland apart from 
on its eastern edge.

Cobhambury farm, which comprises a cluster of buildings 
and associated land has changed significant ly with the 
conversion of buildings to resident ial and other uses. Some 
historic buildings have been lost.

Cobhambury House, the original farmhouse survives and  
listed (Grade II) in 1970. It dates from the 18th and early 
19th century.  It is largely hidden from view from outside 
the site. Cobhambury Barn, converted to resident ial use 
some 20 years ago, probably stands on the site of an 
earlier barn. The two storey building is visible in some 
views from the south and Lodge Lane, to the north, due 
to breaks in field boundary vegetat ion. The Kent Historic 
Environment Record refers to the form of the farm as a 
regular mult i-courtyard.

The two-roundel oasthouse and granary have disappeared 
whilst some of the single storey catt le sheds have been 
converted to office, resident ial and garaging uses. The 
pond now occupies the farmyard space.

The CAA notes that ‘the field immediately to the south of 
Cobhambury Farm, which is formerly orchard, now arable 
forms the sett ing of the building group of the barn and 
house’.

The CAA also noted the wider context including enclosure 
by woodland to the north, by high roadside hedges to the 
west and south and the sunken lane to the south. 

Historic maps show the house and barn, the regular mult i- 
courtyard farm buildings and the orchard to the south in the 
immediate sett ing of the farm.

Conservat ion Area
site

Cobhambury House lies to the north-west of the pond which now 
occupies the former farmyard. It is enclosed by trees on all sides.

The hierarchy of buildings; farmhouse to the left, Cobhambury Barn to 
the right, and behind the trees, the single storey animal building now 
workshops, accommodation and offices.  The oast which would have 
been in the foreground, complet ing the group, is now absent.

Cobhambury Barn, now resident ial, marks the eastern edge of the farm 
cluster whilst parking and storage occupies land to the east.

3.2 The exist ing buildings
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3.2 The exist ing buildings

There is a hierarchy of building materials 
used in the Conservat ion Area, all 
available locally as was typical unt il the 
arrival of the railways.  Earth materials 
were used for more significant buildings 
such as Cobhambury House - brick, t ile 
hanging, render (see previous page), and 
sometimes for the lower courses of animal 
and farm buildings.  Timber, on an oak 
frame pre-19th century, softwood later, was 
used as a cladding.  Slate roofing as here 
is a later innovation requiring imported 
materials, enabled by the railway system.  
Cobhambury House uses clay t iles.

Former farm sheds have been converted to 
garaging, resident ial and offices arranged 
around the pond.

The exist ing single storey barn contains a 
number of modern windows and doors, 
some of UPVC; these will be replaced by 
more appropriate materials and detailing as 
part of the development proposal.
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Sect ion 4: Scheme progression

4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 

It is clear from the location adjacent to the Conservat ion 
Area, not farm from a grade II listed building, and within 
the AONB, that the landscape context is important to any 
proposal here.  The earlier scheme, below, by others, did 
not take this ‘landscape-led’ approach. 
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land falls away

reinstate orchard 
from historic uses

A key element in achieving a sat isfactory design 
in harmony with the AONB object ives is the 
landscape connect ion to restore ‘structure’, the 
avoidance of light spill and landforms which are in 
harmony with the sett ing. 

buildings removed in 
19th century, larger 
courtyard created

remove art ificial 
edgings and 
reinstate natural 
swimming pond

connect to exist ing 
building to create 
farmyard-scaled 
space, south facing

view from 
AONB requires 
recessive 
building

succession of 
landscape treatments 
for biodiversity, 
responding to former 
farm uses.

new landscape 
structure absorbs 
building into wider 
context

eliminate 
intervisibility 
between 
Cobhambury House 
and the proposal

connect exist ing boundary 
landscape to reinstate 
landscape structure lost in the 
early 20th Century

100.96

97.3

+ +
+
+

+

+

years prior to the date of the application.  This was based on aerial photographs and 
sworn affidavits. 
 
The area concerned is the subject of this pre-application enquiry for a dwelling.  
 
  
Proposal  
 
This pre-application enquiry is for advice on erection of a new dwelling on land which 
is a hardstanding area currently used for commercial storage, to the rear of the lower 
range of converted stable buildings and north east of the main barn. 
 
The submission includes the following plans and documents:  
 
Pre-Application Design and Access / Planning Statement by Level Architecture; 
Drawing No 2020-623 (P) 111 Rev B: Proposed Elevations by Level Architecture; 
 
The elevation drawings are shown below: 
 

 
 
A visual impression of the proposed contemporary style dwelling (attempting to be a 
sustainable dwelling - ‘biodiverse green mass’) as taken from the Design and Access 
Statement is shown below being an image from Cobhambury barn looking north east.  
 
The dwelling is suppressed into the ground and includes levelling and remodelling of 
existing earth bunds. 
 

 
 

In addition to the dwelling it is proposed to include a car port and swimming pool 
adjacent to the proposed dwelling.   A geothermal collector is shown to the south of 
the overall site to supply renewable energy to the heating demand. 
 
The layout is shown in the extract from the D and A statement below 
 

 
 
 
The red line boundary of the site includes the horse grazing land immediately south 
of the garden curtilage of Cobhambury Barn.  
 

 
 
The dwelling layout comprises games/family room, three bedrooms each with 
dressing area and en-suite, a separate wc, study and plant room on the lower ground 
floor; a living room, dining room, kitchen and utility room and bedroom with ensuite 

4.1 Originally proposed scheme
4.2 Response to the site4.1 Originally proposed scheme

This proposal (extracts below), presented in 2020, was 
not in sympathy with the object ives set out here, and was 
crit icised by Design South East.

Object ives:

The sequence of design progression is concerned with;

•	 the proposal’s relat ionship with the ANOB, and with 
tradit ional farm form; 

•	 it is concerned not to impinge on the curt ilage of the 
listed Cobhambury House but to be sympathet ic to the 
context in terms of visibility, scale, materiality, farm 
form and exist ing and future landscapes; 

•	 it aims, within its small scale, to repair the landscape 
and ‘put something back’ for the future.

4.2 Response to the site

this would also have been true of the main barn on the site 
because there were large orchards to the south of the site, 
now removed, and a stronger treebelt/hedgerow to the 
east along the boundary with adjacent agricultural fields. 
Vest iges of the eastern field boundary vegetat ion remain but 
to the east of the proposed house this has been largely lost. 

An appropriate design response to this site would be for 
any development to be ‘landscape-led’ with new building 
absorbed into the exist ing landscape through earth form 
and vegetat ion cover.  This has been the start ing point of 
this proposal.  A second design prompt comes from the 
form of agricultural buildings in the area which are often 
in the form of a t ight ly enclosed courtyard consist ing of a 
main ‘t ithe’ barn, with subsidiary animal houses and stables 
and with a farmhouse displaying its importance.  That is 
precisely the form of Cobhambury Farm.  Even though 
some buildings have been removed there is a hierarchy of 
buildings ranging from farmhouse, then the t ithe barn, then 
the L-shaped single storey barn.  It would be appropriate for 
any new development to learn from the hierarchy.  This form 
of development was present in the 14th century Cobham 
College (see page 25) where almshouses are clustered in a 
quadrangle, in the collegiate tradit ion. 

Design prompts:

•	 landform

•	 visibility

•	 avoidance of light spill

•	 enclosure by trees

•	 building hierarchy

•	 farmyard form

The site sits as an out lier of Cobham Village on relat ively 
high land with dramatic slopes away from the site, south 
east towards the Medway valley.  The chalk uplands give 
the site and its context its rolling landscape character 
divided on its steeper slopes by shaws of woodland, often 
producing a ‘closed’ landscape with limited visibility of 
built development.  As set out in the Conservat ion Area 
citat ion, it is often difficult to obtain views of Cobham 
because it ‘nest les’ into its enclosing landscape.  This is 
st ill true of Cobhambury House where adjacent woodland 
and trees absorb the building into its context.  In the past 

allow new building 
visible through gap

This proposal was appraised by Design South East on 
9th December 2022 who made some specific comments, 
although it was made clear that some necessary 
information was lacking.  DSE recommended that the 
design should be landscape-led, because of its sett ing 
and that the context of the development on a farm at the 
edge of the Conservat ion Area was a key considerat ion 
merit ing analysis to be taken into account in the design.  
Materials and form were considered to be out of character 
and there were concerns about light pollut ion and its effect 
on the AONB.  A visual appraisal was recommended 
and clarity on the access road and parking arrangements 
were requested.  DSE’s opinion was that sustainability was 
an important considerat ion in the design of this building 
and that further thought should be given to the quality of 
resident ial space and planning.  Further comments were 
made about the planning route to be used.
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4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 

•	 tradit ional barn connects to and respects exist ing barn 
building

•	 sit ing of buildings allows a ‘soft’ edge to the site with 
the effect of the AONB extended into the site through 
wildflower meadows etc

•	 exist ing tree cover frames the view of the building

•	 enclosure is given to the southern edge for visual 
exclusion and wind protect ion

•	 the edge of the site is treated to be as biodiverse as 
possible

•	 the connect ion through the exist ing barns requires 
part of the workshop to be taken away but allows 
a visual connect ion between the pond jetty and the 
central part of the new house

•	 non-rect ilinear geometry of landform building allows it 
to merge into landscape on open landscape side

•	 levels allow one storey in the ground minimising 
impact on AONB

E107.11

R110.22

10
1.

93
10

2.
02

10
1.

98
10

1.
38

10
1.

50

10
1.

98

10
2.

35

10
1.

14

10
0.

95

10
0.

91
10

1.
14

10
1.

33

101.28

101.33

100.94

10
0.

87

10
0.

82

100.96

101.09

10
0.

26

99
.9

2

99
.4

5

P

E1
04

.4
2

R
10

7.
20

101.59
101.9610

1.
96

101.57

101.79

101.73

101.53

101.51

10
1.

36

101.82

101.68

101.71

IC fw
CL 101.69

101.65

101.69
101.76

101.75

101.66

101.63

101.62

10
1.

78
10

2.
01

10
2.

03
10

2.
31

102.27

102.03

101.72

101.56

101.83

102.04

102.18

10
2.

38
10

2.
32

10
1.

77

10
1.

52

101.45

101.55

101.63

10
1.

66

101.66

10
1.

64

10
1.

42

101.64

10
1.

68

10
3.

29

10
3.

42

103.24
103.38

103.16
102.96

10
2.

59

10
2.

94

10
3.

28

10
3.

33

10
3.

38
10

3.
45

10
3.

55

10
3.

48

10
3.

38

10
3.

01

102.92

103.05

103.30

103.02

10
3.

10

10
0.

89

10
1.

41

10
1.

77

10
2.

11

102.72

10
2.

84

10
2.

89

10
2.

77

10
2.

68
10

2.
89

102.89

10
3.

72
10

3.
96

10
3.

55

10
3.

44
10

3.
39

10
3.

52

10
3.

66

102.73

102.89

10
2.

87

10
2.

89

102.88

10
2.

49

10
2.2

3

10
2.

30

102.52

102.48

102.40

102.93

103.18

103.30

102.79

102.96

102.97

Hawthorne

102.87

RFL105.12

RFL105.71
Hawthorne

R
10

7.
28

E1
04

.4
4

Ash

103.08
103.09

102.98
102.95

10
2.

98

103.10

103.03
ToW103.16101.98

10
2.

10
10

3.
13

10
2.

71

10
2.

10

10
2.

11

10
2.

11
10

2.
39

10
2.

60

10
2.

82

10
2.

81

10
2.

82

10
2.

81

102.80

102.74

102.77

102.43

102.43

102.39

102.36

102.40
102.51 102.53

102.80

102.84

1 nail

2 peg

E=567406.054
N=168200.097
H=101.097

E=567418.575
N=168243.194
H=102.850

Shed 

Garage/Stables 

Cobhambury Barn

PAL h 1.00

No Access 
Storage Area  

CBF
h 2.00

Paved 

Pa
ve

d 

R/W

Shed 
Steps
Up

R/W

CBF h 2.00

F/B

IL 101.28

CBF h 1.70

Steps
Up

PWF h 1.10

PW
F 

h 
1.

10

Asphalt

PWF h 1.10

Track 

Grass 

R/W

C
BF

 h
 1

.5
0

h 6.0

h 7.0

h 16.0

AONB

4.3 Design principles

design strategy

E107.11

R110.22

10
1.

93
10

2.
02

10
1.

98
10

1.
38

10
1.

50

10
1.

98

10
2.

35

10
1.

14

10
0.

95

10
0.

91

10
1.

14

10
1.

33

101.28

101.33

100.94

10
0.

87

10
0.

82

100.96

101.09

10
0.

26

99
.9

2

99
.4

5

P

E1
04

.4
2

R
10

7.
20

101.59101.96

10
1.

96

101.57

101.79

101.73

101.53

101.51

10
1.

36

101.82

101.68

101.71

IC fw
CL 101.69

101.65

101.69
101.76

101.75

101.66

101.63

101.62

10
1.

78
10

2.
01

10
2.

03
10

2.
31

102.27

102.03

101.72

101.56

101.83

102.04

102.18

10
2.

38
10

2.
32

10
1.

77

10
1.

52

101.45

101.55

101.63

10
1.

66

101.66

10
1.

64

10
1.

42

101.64

10
1.

68

10
3.

29

10
3.

42

103.24
103.38

103.16
102.96

10
2.

59

10
2.

94

10
3.

28

10
3.

33

10
3.

38
10

3.
45

10
3.

55

10
3.

48

10
3.

38

10
3.

01

102.92

103.05

103.30

103.02

10
3.

10 10
0.

89

10
1.

41

10
1.

77

10
2.

11

102.72

10
2.

84

10
2.

89

10
2.

77

10
2.

68
10

2.
89

102.89

10
3.

72
10

3.
96

10
3.

55

10
3.

44
10

3.
39

10
3.

52

10
3.

66

102.73

102.89

10
2.

87

10
2.

89
102.88

10
2.

49

10
2.2

3

10
2.

30

102.52

102.48

102.40

102.93

103.18

103.30

102.79

102.96

102.97

Hawthorne

102.87

RFL105.12

RFL105.71
Hawthorne

R
10

7.
28

E1
04

.4
4

Ash

103.08
103.09

102.98102.95

10
2.

98

103.10

103.03
ToW103.16101.98

10
2.

10
10

3.
13

10
2.

71

10
2.

10

10
2.

11

10
2.

11
10

2.
39

10
2.

60

10
2.

82

10
2.

81

10
2.

82

10
2.

81

102.80

102.74

102.77

102.43

102.43

102.39

102.36

102.40
102.51 102.53

102.80

102.84

1 nail

2 peg

E=567406.054
N=168200.097
H=101.097

E=567418.575
N=168243.194
H=102.850

Shed 

Garage/Stables 

Cobhambury Barn

PAL h 1.00

No Access 
Storage Area  

CBF
h 2.00

Paved 

Pa
ve

d 

R/W

Shed Steps
Up

R/W

CBF h 2.00

F/B

IL 101.28

CBF h 1.70

Steps
Up

PWF h 1.10

PW
F 

h 
1.

10

Asphalt

PWF h 1.10

Track 

Grass 

R/W

C
BF

 h
 1

.5
0

h 6.0

h 7.0

h 16.0

south west 
facing 
courtyard

connect ion from 
new house to barn

private rooms to new house 
in tradit ional barn form but 
modern design, seen end-on 
from the AONB

free form building set into 
landform on the outside, 
landscape roof containing pool on 
south side, protected by glass

contained views but screened 
from AONB

car parking 
set into 
enhanced 
bowl in the 
landscape

The design principles start to suggest a design strategy;  

•	 the building is 'fragmented' into two parts linked by 
a glazed cloister to break the mass as seen from the 
AONB and to enclose south-facing space without 
sacrificing the view

•	 the private part of the house is to the north connect ing 
to Jessica's house in a single storey barn

•	 the public parts of the house are to the south close to 
the car park with contrived views over the AONB

•	 this produces an inside courtyard which faces south and 
gives the connect ion through the exist ing barn to the 
pond, and an outside which is a wildflower meadow as 
an extension of the biodiverse eastern boundary to be 
encouraged as part of the applicat ion

deeply incised windows 
direct ing views

wildflower meadows as 
boundary

hedges as wind 
protect ion

The long distance AONB view is important but so is the immediate 
foreground of new wildflower meadows which come right up to the 
eastern windows of the building.  Dramatic views are available from 
deeply incised windows, eliminating any impact on the AONB.  The pool 
and the courtyard are protected by glazed screens and hedges.

4.3 Design principles
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Sect ion 4: Scheme progression

4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 
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The design is in two parts; abutt ing the Barn, a tradit ional 
form is adopted.  The gable end of this is intended to be 
seen from the AONB.  The southern part of the building is 
intended to integrate with the landscape and become part 
of the landscape.  Car parking is set within a change of 
level entering the landscape building at the lowest level. 
The sketch on the right aims to break down the form of 
this building to make it integrate with exist ing land, on the 
edge of the AONB, better.

The scheme has progressed through many iterat ions 
balancing the medical needs of the family with 
conservat ion, architectural, landscape and AONB 
considerat ions. 

The following progression shows the options considered. 

4.4 Design progression 

4.4 Design progression
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4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 
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The Barn and landform buildings are reversed to give 
visual and wind protect ion from the south west.  The 
diagram on the right reverts to the original arrangement 
but makes the landform building more pract ical, leading 
pedestrians from the carpark area into a central collect ion 
point which would be a double height space within the 
building.  The Barn remains as a single storey building.

•	 non-rect ilinear building dissolves into the landscape
•	 view windows set deep into landform
•	 landscape gives protect ion from south west wind
•	 to the east a sculpted landform allows creat ion 

of wildflower meadows as a sett ing for the non-
rect ilinear building

•	 on the inside of the courtyard a more manicured 
landscape is possible 

•	 the northern barn provides private bedrooms, 
bathrooms etc

•	 the southern non-rect ilinear building provides public 
rooms, arrival space etc

Note that this scheme was prepared before survey 
information was available for the eastern boundary.

AONB

profile of land as exist ing?

from carpark

inside

outside

bo
un

da
ry

?

sketch of possible view 
cut through landform

AONB

view windows set deep into landform
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Sect ion 4: Scheme progression

4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 

to pond

cars

conservatory 
entrance

workshop

lower ground 

(mainly bedrooms)

upper ground 

(mainly living)
sketch elevat ion from the east separate barn

(mainly Jessica's house)

exist ing garden retained

102.5

sect ion

Jessica's House

Jessica's House forms the link with 
the new barn

lookout on 
prow of barn

insert lower level 
window

overhang as balcony 
and covered place fro 
delivery

view

public space

earthform cut back so 
access is light and airy

new courtyard in 
farm complex

Montila House

vie
w

lower level 
bedroom

upper level living

link

garden as 
exist ing land

lightwell / stairSouth facing covered viewing area

arrive at upper floor

Montila House

The new building is seen as an extension of the landscape 
to the east of the site.  On the west facade of the building 
the effect would be of convent ional enclosure creat ing the 
farmyard courtyard. 

Upper level 

102.0m

parking court

exist ing barn

New space for 
Jessica's House

(new barn)

40m2 / 430 ft2

The roof level, 104m is approximately 2m higher than 
the agricultural land to the east, which falls away.  The 
access to the upper level viewing platform looks over the 
new courtyard and connects the glass enclosure (which 
is actually a lightwell to the garden beneath) to the 
viewing platform which overlooks the AONB, but not in 
an intrusive way. The horizontal lines of the building are 
broken by the grass covered roof which has a strong form. 

Roof level 

104.0m
view

Area 69.0m / 742 ft

Total new GEA 219m2 / 2357 ft2view

Lower level 

99.0m

4.4 Design progression 
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4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 

Iterat ion 11 takes account of the landscape edge 
within the AONB, the relat ive scales of buildings, 
the crucial connect ions within buildings (for 
medical/surveillance reasons), the sequence of 
spaces within the site including the creat ion of a 
second courtyard to mimic that lost earlier, and the 
contrast ing treatment between the inside and the 
outside of the courtyard. 

AA

AA

Jessica's garden

Montila House

Jessica's House

glazed 
conservatory 
entrance

cars

L R

D K

BR 1

BR 4

BR 3

BR 3

upper view deck 

BR 2

L R

D

K

11
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Sect ion 4: Scheme progression

4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression reprofiled slopes

The photograph shows the height and scale of exist ing 
buildings which the new proposal responds to.  it also 
shows the height of containers current ly on site though 
sometimes these are double-stacked.  The land is clearly 
rising northwards but reduces level away from the site, 
indicat ing that the storage area is largely on made-up 
ground.  The intent ion is that any new buildings are no 
higher than the exist ing single storey barn, which means 
much lower than the exist ing Cobhambury Barn; the 
relat ionship with Cobhambury House beyond remains 
unchanged, with only the chimney visible.  The proposed 
landscape treatment within the AONB will in any case 
remove much of this view making exist ing and proposed 
tree cover cont inuous.  

anti-noise wall grows 
from house

natural 
swimming 
pool for 
environmental 
quality

access to viewing / sun deck 
behind grass roof

stair / lightwell

barn

follows sa
me slope as land

grass roof 
overhang 

Sect ion AA

outdoor entertaining on 
new route through barn

Cobhambury Barn Cobhambury House exist ing single storey barn

the site

made ground

view from the farmland to the east
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4.1 Originally proposed scheme

4.2 Response to the site

4.3 Design principles

4.4 Design progression 

barn

Jessica's extension

bo
un
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ry

C
obham

bury Road

wild flowers 
amongst trees

Cobhambury Farmhouse

meadow

Montila House

exist ing hedge

new landform

workshop

office

small woods
agricultural 
land

orchard

exist ing treesnew gate

parking

pond

vie
w

 o
f h
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se

memorial tree

site-wide design

4.4 Design progression 

Biodiversity, landscape structure, building form are all part 
of an integrated site-wide design to improve the site.  This 
strategy is developed further in the final proposal.
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